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Welcome to PastSearch Newsletter

You can find a downloadable version at www.pastsearch-archaeo-history.co.uk

Undertook and completed an Architectural Survey of the former St.
Nicholas Junior School in Beverley.  It has been built in 1914 and is
due to be demolished.

PastSearch Zoom Talks: Thank you to everyone who joined me for the Whip-ma-Whop-ma-Gate and St.
Leonard’s Place talks in August.

Trying Google Meet platform for September and October, Adverts for these start on page 9.

All the above talks can be booked for groups, either at their venues of via Zoom: you can find out more
details at: https://pastsearch-archaeo-history.co.uk/illustrated-talks/

Karen-PastSearch Tours: I am continuing to present ‘On This Day’ sessions at 7pm most days, the series
on Sunday mornings at 6.30am looking at the Monuments in York Minster, one each week.

All videos can be viewed for a number of days after the live session at:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/712322113966277 (request membership prior to viewing required)
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The Hanoverians (Part 4):
At the City Council meeting, held March 7, 1887, the City Surveyor submitted his report and estimate, and it
was proposed: “That, considering that the estimate submitted by Mr, Styan, based on the suggestions of Mr.
Clark, for the restoration of the City Walls between Bootham and Monk Bars amounts to £2,200 (=
£260,300.00 in 2021) and that the money at present in hand is less that £1,020 (=£120,700.00), the Council
be recommended to defer the work for about four years or until the fund for the purpose of restoring the
walls shall have accumulated to nearly sufficient to cover the proposed expense of restoration.”

The Estates Committee recommended at this meeting that the commencement be deferred for two years
instead of four.  Those members of the Corporation who had so enthusiastically laboured for the restoration
were not disposed to again defer a work which had been postponed, for various reasons, so many years.  As
an indefinite and prolonged period might elapse before similar unanimity on the subject prevailed in the City
Council, it was moved, as a further amendment, by Mr. Councillor Thomas Clayton, and seconded by Mr.
Councillor Lancelot Foster:-

“That this Council instructs the Estates Committee to proceed with the work of the restoration of the City
Walls from Monk Bar to Bootham Bar at the earliest possible time after the necessary notices have expired,
and that is any further sum is required for the purpose than was estimated at the meeting of the Council held
on the 6th day of September last, the Treasurer be authorised to advance the same.”

Twenty-five members of the Council voted for the amendment, eight against, and three were neutral.

The beginning of the restoration was, however, for some time delayed, the cause of which will be gathered
from the following entries which appear upon the Minutes of the Corporation, under date February 6, 1888:-
“3rd August, 1887.  The Town Clerk accepted service of w Writ of Summons on behalf of the defendants in
an action thereby commenced by Mr. Edwin Gray against the Corporation and certain members of the
Estates Committee of the Municipal year 1886, the plaintiff claiming damages for wrongful entry upon his
house and garden situate in the parish of St, John-del-Pyke.”

“The alleged wrongful entry took place in the autumn of 1886, when the members of the Estate
Committee, above referred to, made an inspection of the Bar Walls from Bootham to Monk Bar, and Mr.
Gray’s object in commencing the action was to substantiate a claim which he has put forward to the absolute
ownership of that portion of the rampart and wall immediately behind the garden of his house in Gray’s
Court.

The Estates Committee “instructed the Town Clerk to enter an appearance to the action on behalf of all the
defendants, and, after this had been done, they approached Mr. Gray with a view to the consideration of his
claim in an amicable spirit.  Mr. Gray has laid before the Town Clerk documentary evidence in support of
his cause of action, basing his claim upon a grant of devise of lands, now in his possession, to the Master,
Brethren and Sisters of Hemsworth Hospital, by Archbishop Holgate (1544-1555), since which time it seems
that the occupiers for the time being enjoyed the lands in question, by lease from the said Master, Brethren,
and Sisters, until the year 1847, when Mr. Gray purchased the fee simple.”
The Town Clerk has searched the City Records and referred to various historical works relating to the City,
and has communicated the results of is investigations to your committee.”
Your Committee have now the satisfaction to report that the continuation of litigation has been avoided,
terms having been agreed upon with Mr. Gray, subject to the approval of the Council……. Mr. Gray having
expressed himself satisfied with the concluding letter of the series, and your Committee have unanimously
agreed to recommend the Council to approve their action in the matter.”

York: The Story of its Walls, Bars and Castles
T P Cooper (1904)
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Mr. Gray, in his letter to the Town Council, placed great importance and stress upon an alleged grant by
Henry II.; and “quotes” a supposed document “in explanation of the origin of” his “indefeasible rights to
both properties,” that is, the earthen rampart and the city wall behind the old Treasurer’s House.  As we are
closely concerned with historical data relating to the walls, we confidently assert that no such grant was
made by Henry II. to the Archbishop of York and that no authoritative evidence whatever can be cited in
support of such a gift.

Significantly enough, there is a grant enrolled, by which King Henry III., in 1268, gives Archbishop Giffard
a piece of land contiguous to his palace, which stood on the west side of the present Deanery.  Over this
newly presented plot the armed men of the city had authority to pass, during wartime and tumult, when they
were required to guard the city defences.  Of further import is the fact that Henry III. did not convey the land
on the north side of the Cathedral to the Archbishop, but merely a plot adjoining the palace grounds.
Neither did the King by his grant specifically give the rampart of wall behind the Treasurer’s House (which
was then standing) to the Archbishop or the Treasurer.

Gray’s Court from City Walls between Monk Bar and Bootham Bar, with Minster behind. PastSearch
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San Marino is a landlocked country found on the northeastern
side of the Apennine Mountains, San and is the fifth-smallest
country in the world,  covering a land area of just
over 61 km2 (23+1⁄2 sq miles).

The country's capital is the City of San Marino, which is
located on top of Monte Titano, and the official language
is Italian.

Legend says that the country was founded by a Christian
stonemason Marinus, born in 275AD and emigrated from the
island of Arba in 297AD (today the island is known as Rab and
part of modern-day Croatia), possibly having heard that
stonemasons were required to rebuild the walls of Rimini.

At Rimini he became a Deacon, and apparently soon after he
was "recognised" and accused by an insane woman of being her
estranged husband.  Marinus now fled to Monte Titano and
built a chapel and monastery where he lived as a hermit.

Google Earth
The official founding date is 3 September 301AD.  Those who
chose to move to the monastery were able to live peaceful lives.

When this settlement of "refugee" mountain people was
discovered, the owner of the land, Felicissima, a sympathetic
lady of Rimini, bequeathed it to the small Christian community
of mountain dwellers.

It is thought that Marinus died in the winter of 366AD.

By Raphaël Sadeler (I) (1560-1632)
Public Domain, commons.wikimedia.org

The documentary evidence of this community on Mount Titano mainly comes from a monk called Eugippio,
with earliest reports being from 511 stating that ‘another monk lived here.’

In memory of that stonemason, the land was renamed ‘Land of San Marino.’

Marinus was canonised as a saint, and later. His feast day/memorial day is 3 September, which is also the
state's national holiday. He is venerated in the Roman Catholic and Eastern Orthodox faiths.

References Used:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Marino
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/521449/San-Marino/236530/History

San Marino Founded
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Below, is at least one event for each day of this month from around the world.

Links for more information about each of these events can be found by visiting the relevant page on the
PastSearch website.

You can also find out about other events which have happened in history for each day of the year.

Start your search by using this link: http://pastsearch-archaeo-history.co.uk/on-this-day/

Date Year Country Event
1 1435 Lithuania Battle of Wilkomierz (Lithuanian Civil War).
2 1991 Nagorno-Karabakh Independence from Azerbaijan.
3 36BC Roman Republic Battle of Naulochus (Sicilian Revolt).
4 1319 YORK Edward II ordered Sheriff of Yorkshire to defend York Castle.
5 1807 Denmark Second Battle of Copenhagen ended (Napoleonic Wars).
6 1536 England Cleeve Abbey closed during Dissolutions of the Monasteries.
7 2012 Kenya Tana River District Clashes.
8 1024 Germany Conrad II became King.
9 1601 Ottoman Empire Siege of Nagykanizsa began (Ottoman-Hasburg War).
10 422 ROME Celestine I became Pope.
11 1709 France Battle of Malplaquet (War of the Spanish Succession).
12 1906 UK Newport Transporter Bridge opened in Wales by Viscount

Tredegar.
13 1584 Spain San Lorenzo del Escorial Palace, Madrid completed.
14 919 Ireland Battle of Island Bridge.
15 1326 Russia Dmitri the Fearsome Eyes executed, Alexander of Tver became

Grand Prince of Vladimir.
16 2022 UK Elizabeth II’s children stood vigil at Westminster Hall.
17 1422 Bulgaria Constantine II died.
18 1675 America Battle of Bloody Brook (King Philip’s War).
19 1852 Italy Annibale De Gasparis discovered asteroid 20 Massalia.
20 1596 Hungary Siege of Eger began (Long Turkish War).
21 1944 Estonia Battle of Porkuni (WWII).
22 1236 Baltic Lands Battle of Saule (Livonian Crusade).
23 1327 England Second Parliament of Edward III dissolved.
24 2009 USA G20 Pittsburgh Summit began.
25 1799 Switzerland Second Battle of Zürich began (War of the Second Coalition).
26 1959 Japan Typhoon Vera made landfall, 4,580 killed.
27 1130 Sicily Roger II became king.
28 1813 Canada Bloody Burlington Races (War of 1812).
29 2008 New Zealand Earthquake measuring 7Mw, epicentre in Kermadec Islands.
30 1935 USA Hoover Dam dedicated.

This Month in History (September)
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Born: ?
Died: 21 May 1108
Appointed: December 1100
Term Ended: 21 May 1108
Predecessor: Thomas of Bayeux
Successor: Thomas II of York

Wikipedia

Gerard’s date and place of birth are not known, however it is known that his parent were Osbert and Anna.
Also that he was the nephew of Walkelin, Bishop of Winchester, and Simon, Abbot of Ely.

Gerard was cantor and precentor of Rouen Cathedral, although the dates of these appointments again have
not been recorded. By 1091 it is known that he became Archdeacon of Rouen.

In 1085 he became Lord Chancellor of England for William I and was present at William’s death on 9
September 1087. He continued as Chancellor to William Rufus until 1092.

He was ordained as a deacon and priest on 7 June 1096 and the
following day consecrated as Bishop of Hereford. Probably his first
duty was to assist at the consecration of St Paul's Cathedral, London
on 9 June 1096.

Reconstructed image of Old St Paul's before 1561
By Francis Bond (1852-1918) Anton van den Wyngaerde (1525-1571)
Public Domain, commons.wikimedia.org

Gerard became Archbishop of York in December 1100.  As Archbishop he secured papal recognition of
York's metropolitan see for the Scots, and consecrated Roger as Bishop of Orkney.

He was also one of Henry I’s chief advisors, c.1100-04, and was one of the king’s greatest supporters
among the bishops during the Investiture Crisis (a conflict between the church and the state in medieval
Europe over the ability to choose and install bishops and abbots of monasteries and the pope himself).
Gerard had an uneasy relationship with his cathedral chapter, which comprised of secular canons rather than
monks, after attempting to force them to give up their wives and concubines and become ordained priests.

The chronicler William of Malmesbury accused Gerard of immorality, avarice and the practice of magic.
Probably because Gerard encouraged at least one of his clergy to study Hebrew, a language not normally
studied at the time, and he himself owned a Hebrew psalter. It was also said that Gerard studied the works
of Julius Firmicus Maternus, a late Roman astrologer, every morning, and therefore must be a sorcerer.

Gerard died 21 May 1108, at Southwell, whilst travelling to London to attend a council. His body was found
in an orchard, next to a book of "curious arts", his copy of Julius Firmicus.

The canons refused to allow his burial within York Minster, probably due more to his attempts to reform
their lifestyle than to his supposed interest in sorcery.
Gerard was therefore buried beside the porch at York Minster. However, his successor, Thomas II, moved
Gerard’s remains inside the cathedral church.
References used:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gerard_(archbishop_of_York)

Archbishops of York – Gerard
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Find Colin on page 5

Picture This

PastSearch

Scalby & Scarborough
This photograph has been taken from Scalby,
looking across Scarborough’s North Bay to
the cliff where the Castle stands.

The ruins of the 12th century tower dominates
the skyline.

Some 700 years before the castle, there would
have been a Roman Signal Station.

Do you know what this is?

PastSearch

This copper alloy object was found on one
of the sites I worked on in 2016 – can you
guess what it is?

Answer in Issue 130

Just For Fun

Colin the digging hamster has is hiding on one
of the pages in this newsletter, can you find him?

Word Maker
It’s Sourdough September

If you would like to find out more go to:
https://www.awarenessdays.com/awareness-
days-calendar/sourdough-september-2023/

How many five or more letter words can you
make from

Sourdough

Scribble Pad

Answers on p.8
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Find Colin on page 4

September October
5 Sept PastSearch Evening Google Meet Talk –

Eboracum to York,  7pm (see advert p.9)
9 Oct PastSearch Evening Google Meet Talk –

Above the Eyeline,  7pm (see advert p.11)
28 Sept PastSearch Evening Google Meet Talk – York

Architects, 7pm (see advert p.10)
28 Sept PastSearch Evening Google Meet Talk – Lost

Buildings of York: Glass Manufacturer, 7pm
(see advert p.12)

If you know of any events happening which you think other Newsletter readers would be interested in,
please send details to Karen at pastsearch@hotmail.com so that they can be included in this section.

Have you visited the PastSearch YouTube
Channel.

Currently short videos for events which have happened in
York are being added for each day of the year.

Please take a look by going to https://www.youtube.com/user/pastsearch and press subscribe so that you can
see the latest videos as they are added.

Dates for Your Diary

Just for Fun Answers

PastSearch YouTube Channel

6 Letters: Doughs; Odours; Sorgho; Rugous; Roughs; Shroud; Gourds

5 Letters: Goods; Gurus; Sudor; Ordos; Gourd; Shrug; Sough; Odour;
Gursh; Hurds; Rough; Roods; Doors; Odors; Sorgo; Dough; Duros; Hours;
Drugs; Hoods

4 Letters: Odor; Sord; Rood; Sour; Rods; Rhus; Rhos; Rugs; Ours; Rush;
Ouds; Shod; Shog; Ordo; Shoo; Oohs; Hugs; Urds; Urius; Duro; Duos;
Udos; Dugs; Drug; Dour; Ughs; Dors; Door; Dogs; Surd; Gods; Hour;
Hood; Hogs; Hods; Gush; Guru; Gosh; Goos; Good; Sugh
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Registration can be booked from the Eventbrite Website at:

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/pastsearch-on-line-talk-eboracum-to-york-tickets-
693989339797?aff=oddtdtcreator

PastSearch Evening Google Meet Talk – Eboracum to York
5 September 2023, 7.00pm
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Registration can be booked from the Eventbrite Website at:

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/pastsearch-online-talk-architects-of-york-tickets-
694007383767?aff=oddtdtcreator

PastSearch Evening Google Meet Talk – Architects of York
28 September 2023, 7.00pm
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Registration can be booked from the Eventbrite Website at:

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/york-historical-clues-above-the-eyeline-tickets-
716438586097?aff=ebdsoporgprofile

PastSearch Evening Google Meet Talk – Historical Clues Above the Eyeline
9 October 2023, 7.00pm
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Registration can be booked from the Eventbrite Website at:

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/lost-buildings-of-york-glass-manufacturer-tickets-
716444644217?aff=ebdsoporgprofile

PastSearch Evening Google Meet Talk – Lost Buildings of York – Glass
Manufacturer

25 October 2023, 7.00pm



13

Have you visited the PastSearch Website?

Here you will find information about the talks and workshops available from
PastSearch.

There are also archaeological reports, newsletters and other pdf files to download for
free.

Go to http://pastsearch-archaeo-history.co.uk/

Or access on mobile phone by scanning

Facebook:

Follow Karen-PastSearch Page for shared posts on archaeology and history:
https://www.facebook.com/Karen-PastSearch-110449121756183

Join Karen-PastSearch Tours Group to see live streamed tours and talks:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/712322113966277

Twitter:

https://twitter.com/PastSearch

Pinterest:
https://www.pinterest.com/user_pastsearchtalks/?eq=pastsearch&etslf=10044

Eventbrite:

https://www.eventbrite.com/d/online/pastsearch/

Visit the PastSearch Website

Follow PastSearch on Facebook, Twitter, Pinterest & Eventbrite
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There are currently over 40+ Illustrated Talks available which can be booked by groups and societies, and
the list keeps growing!! NOW AVAILABE AS ZOOM PRESENTATIONS

1948 Plan for York
A1079 – York to Pocklington

A1079 – Pocklington to Market Weighton
Archaeology Along the A63

Beverley Area
Bottles

Chocolatiers & Confectioners: The Tuke Family
The Terry Family
The Craven Family
The Rowntree Family

Christmas Traditions
Clifford’s Tower & York Castle

Clues above the Eye-line
Clues at Foot Level

History of English Coins
Eboracum to York
Forest of Galtres
Lendal Bridge

Life of an Archaeologist
Lost Buildings of York: Glass Manufacturer

Mother Shipton
Petuaria to Brough
Pocklington Area

Restoration of York Walls
Roman York

Streets of York: St. Leonard’s Place
Whip-ma-Whop-ma-Gate

Trials & Executions at York
Viking York

Walk Around York Walls
York Glass Painters
York Lord Mayors

York Railway
York WW2 Air Raids (in 5 parts)

York Zeppelin Attacks
Yorkshire Fine Arts & Industrial Exhibition

More details at: http://pastsearch-archaeo-history.co.uk/illustrated-talks/

Each Talk booked in 2023 is £55 (travelling expenses may be charged in some cases)

You can book your talk at: pastsearch@hotmail.com
or ring Karen on 07811 877 469

PastSearch Presentations


