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Welcome to PastSearch Newsletter

You can find a downloadable version at www.pastsearch-archaeo-history.co.uk

It was a busy month for travelling to groups venues: gave a talk about the
A1079 route between York and Pocklington to the Wilberfoss Ladies. Then
travelled to Tickhill to give ‘Roman York’ talk to the South Yorkshire and
North Nottingham Italian Society. Gave ‘Clues Above the Eyeline’ to
Clifford Ladies and

This month’s Zoom talks looked at the people who lived and worked in 19th

century Lendal, Trials and Executions in York, the Glass Painters of York
and also York Stories for Halloween – Thank you to everyone who joined
me for these talk.

In-house sessions on the Heygo platform continued with ‘On This Day’
looking at the events which happened in York for each specific date in past
years. Also a session on the York Panorama Frieze in York Library.

I have also been out in York and Beverley researching for some new talks to
be given on Heygo, as Zoom presentations and available for groups – Look
out for more details.

You can find out more about the tours I will be giving on Heygo in November, and
follow me at: https://www.heygo.com/karen-pastsearch

For November and December 2022 Zoom Talks see ‘Dates for Diary’ on page 10 and Adverts on pages 12
to 16.

Or go directly to the PastSeach Eventbrite page to find all the talks as they are added:

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/pastsearch-31045571341#events
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The Yorkist Period (Part 2):
In the early part of the year 1487, in insurrectionary movement in favour of the
imposter, Lambert Symnell, caused the municipal authorities of York some alarm.
The City Archived contain several documents of considerable interest which throw
much light on the rebellion, particularly showing how Symnell’s advisers and
supporters were unfavourably received by the people of Yorkshire and its capital.

The Lord Mayor, loyal to a degree, being uneasy under the apprehension of
impending danger, addressed the subjoined letter to the King, wherein his lordship
specially alludes to the weak state of the city defences:

Wikipedia

“To moost highe and mighty christen prince and oure moost redoubtid souverain liege lord, We in oure
moost humble wise recomendes us unto youre moost royall majestye, besuchinge almightye god to send
your grace good and prosperoux life with abbonndaunces of perseveraunt fortunes.  Pleasit the same to be
acertayned we er and evermore shal be your true and faithful subgiettes redye tobbey woith oure bodis and
godes any your high comaundementes aswell for the safeguard of your moost royall persone as this youre
realme and in especiall in sure preserving of this youre citie unto your grace singularly ayenst all other
entending the contrary.  Albeit, sovererain lord, youre said citie is soo greteley decayed aswell by fallying
down of the walls of the same and by taking downe of your Castell there by King Richard and as yet not
reedified as other in diverse wise that without the same bee more largely manned may ne cannot wel be kept
ayenst youre ennymes and rebelles if they shuld as God defend approche and move were aiyenst the same:
And also how your said citie is not inhabit by the whiche ther is not half the nombre of good men within
your said citie as there hath beene in tymes past, Wherfor it wold pleas your moost noble grace if the case
require that your said enymes approche unto the same, to provide and ordane that your true citicyns therof
may be conveniently assisted and releved at youre proper costes and charges, whreby we trust God to
withstond your said ennemyes and kepe this youre said citie unto your soverain lord, And where also your
said citie is not well furnesshed with artilment and stuff of ordnaunce for the more diffence of the same as it
hath beene heretofore soo it heth beene charhed of lait in that behalve, we besuche your moste noble grace
that some of youre ordinaunce and artilment of werr might be sent hidder to the same entent, which were a
thing unto us of grete comfort and make us encouraged the more largely tp withstand your ennemyes.
Further to the  berer heroe John Vavasour, your servant at the lawe and our Recordour, we besuch your most
noble grace to geve credence in such things as shall shewe unto the same upon our behalve concerning the
premissez.  And the Blissed Trinitee preserve you most highe and mighty christen prince and our moost
redoubtid soverain lige lors evere in felicitee. From your said Citie the xxiij day of April the secunde yere of
youre moost gracious reigne.

Your most humble subgiettes and true Liegemen
the Maier Aldremen Shereffes and Comune

Counsaill of your Citie of York.”

No sooner had the messenger departed with this letter than the city authorities received a royal missive,
dated April 20th, requesting them “kepe due watch and warde for the suretie” of the city “as well as by day
as by night.”  The council immediately appointed proper persons to be wardsne of each of the six wards,
which the city was then divided, viz., “Walmgate, Monkebarr, Bowtham, Castlegate,Mickillyth, and the
postern of Northstreet.”  During the time the city as being guarded, Alderan William Wells, an ex-Lord
Mayor, acting as warden or captain of the watch at Bootham Bar, was assassinated by a treachourous and
disloyal citizen.  News of the dastardly affaie was forwarded to the King on the 14th May, which is referred
to in the following manner: - We have kept due watche and warde for the surty of your said citie as well by
day as by night, and from tyme to tyme and so we shall continue unto we have otherwise in comaundment
from your said grace; And where soverain lord, oure welbeloved brother William Wells late mayre of this
your said citie and alderman of the same, being at your said watche as wardan and ruler thereof, to oure

York: The Story of its Walls, Bars and Castles
T P Cooper (1904)
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grete hevyness and discomfort was stricken to death by oone John Robson milner and citicyn of our said
citie, whom we have in sure ward to be inquired of according to your laws and punysshed after his
demeritiez in example of all other.”

The rebellious malcontent, gaining no sympathy in York, marched southwards, and were effectually crushed
at Stoke, near Newark; and Symnell, the pretender fell into Henry’s hands.  His majesty soon afterwards
visited York, and to show his appreciation of the loyalty displayed by the citizens and their civic leaders,
knighted William Todd, the Lord Mayor, and Richard York, an opulent merchant and alderman of the city.

In 1489 a riotous mob, incited by their seditious leader, John Chambers, assaulted the city and damaged the
fortifications at Fishergate Bar.  Henry (VII), being cognisant of the injury done to the walls in this revolt,
was probably reminded of it when he addresses the following letter to John Ferriby, Lord Mayor, in 1491,
charging him and his brother aldermen to repair the fortifications and cleanse the protecting ditch that
surrounded the city.

“By the King,
Trusty and welbeloved we grete you well and forasmoche as we calle to our
remembrauce thoat our citie ther for lake of sufficient ordenances and
habilyments of were fortifying and repairing of your walles and clensyng of
your dykes was late lightly invaded to ye great danger therof and of or true
subjects and inhabitants within the same We fully entendyng our seid citie to
be kept and preserved from all suche peril hereafter woll and comaunde you
to see all convenient hast yor walles to ne suffidantly amended yor dikes
caste and clensed and suche competent habiliments of were harness gonnes
and gonpoudre as shal be thought metely amd convenient for the suertie and
defens of or seid citie And that this be dom wt al celerite and diligence as ye
entende to please us and as noo default be arracted unto you if any
inconvenient happen heraftre,  Geven und our signet at or palors of Westmr
the iijth day of Marche.

Wikipedia

To our trusty and welbeloved the Maire Aldermen
Comune Counsaill of our Citie of York.”

Have you visited the PastSearch
YouTube Channel.

Currently short videos for events which
have happened in York are being added
for each day of the year.

Please take a look by going to
https://www.youtube.com/user/pastsearch
and press subscribe so that you can see
the latest videos as they are added.

PastSearch YouTube Channel
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During October there have been various programmes celebrating the BBC’s 100th

anniversary.

On 18 October 1922 the British Broadcasting Company Ltd was formed by British and
American electrical companies doing business in the United Kingdom.  They were
licensed by the British General Post Office, their original office was located on the
second floor of Magnet House, the General Electric Company buildings in London.  On
14 December 1922, John Reith was hired to become the Managing Director.

Wikipedia The company later moved to the premises of the Marconi Company.

In these early years the BBC was a commercial broadcasting company and did not sell air time but did carry
a number of sponsored programmes paid for by British newspapers, and of course this was all on the
wireless (radio).

On 31 December 1926, the company was dissolved, and its assets were transferred to the non-commercial
and crown-chartered British Broadcasting Corporation.

Ten years later on 2 November 1936 the BBC television service was officially
launched from Alexandra Palace, there had been experimental television broadcasts
since 1929,and limited regular broadcasts from 1934.

Although very few people would have had a television in their homes, and
Wikipedia those who did, it was only a small screen, in black and white and not the best
quality picture. At first people would either find the neighbour who could afford a set or watch outside the
local television shop.

The first day’s broadcast began at 3pm, closed at 4pm, then re-opened at 9pm and closed at 10pm.
The schedule was:

3pm Opening of the BBC Television Service
By Major the Right Hon George Tryon MP, HM Postmaster-General.
Ronald Norman (Chairman of the BBC) and the Right Hon the Lord Selsdon, KBE (Chairman of
the Television Advisory Committee) also spoke.

3.15pm Interval, Time, Weather
3.20pm British Movietone News
3.30pm Variety

‘Adele Dixon - Musical Comedy Star
Buck and Bubbles - Comedians and Dancers
The Lai Founs - Chinese Jugglers
The BBC Television Orchestra - Leader: Boris Pecker; Conductor: Hyam Greenbaum
Adele Dixon is now playing lead opposite Laddie Cliff in the West End musical comedy "Over
She Goes". Amongst recent radio shows she has played in are "Lots of Love" and "Cottage
Loaf". Buck and Bubbles are a coloured pair who are now playing in "Transatlantic Rhythm".
They are versatile comedians who dance, play the piano, sing, and cross-chat. An Oriental
juggling act, the Lai Founs consist of four men and two women who specialise in plate-
spinning.’ From Radio Times

4pm Close
‘At the close of this afternoon's programme a chart arranged in co-operation with the Air
Ministry will forecast the weather.’ From Radio Times

BBC Television Service Officially Launched
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9pm Programme Summary
9.05pm Television Comes to London

A BBC Film.
‘In this film, specially taken for the BBC, viewers are given an idea of the growth of the
television installation at Alexandra Palace and an insight into production routine. There will be
many shots behind the scenes. One sequence, for instance, will show Adele Dixon as she appears
to viewers in the Variety at 3.30 this afternoon, and will then reveal the technical staff and
equipment in the studio that made this transmission possible.’ From Radio Times

9.20pm Picture Page
‘A Magazine of Topical and General Interest.
This is the first of a series in which people of interest will be introduced. In the recent test
transmissions, Squadron-Leader Swain, who broke the aeroplane altitude record, was one of the
subjects. In every way the technique is novel. For instance, Joan Miller, who links the show
introduces each person by plugging in a telephone switchboard after a few preliminary words of
description. She is a young Canadian actress who was recently leading lady at the Clemenceau
play "The Tiger", and last December she played in the radio version of "On the Spot". Curiously
enough, when she was in Vancouver she used to train telephone operators.’ From Radio Times

9.50pm British Movietone News
10pm Close

Front cover of the Radio Times magazine for 1-7 November 1936 with
television announcer Elizabeth Cowel pictured in the studio at Alexandra
Palace.
genome.ch.bbc.co.uk

.bbc.com

The simple BBC ‘logo’ used 1936-1953, it was basically the tuning symbol (later known as test card) and
sometimes would have the words 'BBC Television Service'.

References used:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Broadcasting_Company
http://genome.ch.bbc.co.uk/schedules/bbctv/1936-11-02
https://www.bbc.com/historyofthebbc/research/bbc-idents/
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Below, is at least one event for each day of this month from around the world.

Links for more information about each of these events can be found by visiting the relevant page on the
PastSearch website.

You can also find out about other events which have happened in history for each day of the year.

Start your search by using this link: http://pastsearch-archaeo-history.co.uk/on-this-day/

Date Year Country Event
1 82BC Roman Republic Battle of the Colline Gate (Sulla’s Second Civil War).
2 2015 Thailand Fireball meteor seen in Bangkok sky.
3 1933 YORK John Barry born (Composer)
4 1737 Italy The Real Teatro di San Carlo opened.
5 1530 Netherlands Reimerswaal flooded
6 1913 South Africa Mahatma Ghandi arrested.
7 2007 Finland Shooting at Jokela school, Tuusula, 9 killed.
8 1837 USA Mount Holyoke Female Seminary founded by Mary Lyon.
9 1313 Bavaria Battle of Gammelsdorf.
10 1970 USSR Lunokhod 1 launched.
11 1100 England Henry I married Matilda of Scotland.
12 1202 Denmark Canute VI died, Valdemar II the Conqueror became King.
13 1803 Great Britain Fireball meteor seen over London.
14 1938 Canada Lions Gate Bridge opened.
15 565 Byzantine Empire Justin II became emperor.
16 1532 Inca Empire Battle of Cajamarca.
17 2000 Slovenia Landslide in Log Pod Mangartom, 7 killed.
18 1978 Guyana Mass murder-suicide at Peoples Temple in Jonestown, 918 killed.
19 461 Rome Hilarius became Pope.
20 1815 Europe Napoleonic Wars ended.
21 1641 YORK Lord Mayor and Robert Berwick, recorder, were knighted.
22 1573 Brazil Niterói city founded.
23 2010 Republic of Korea Bombardment of Yenangyaung.
24 1227 Poland Leszek I the White assassinated, Wladyslaw III Spindleshanks

became Grand Duke (2nd time).
25 1944 UK Woolworth’s shop, New Cross High Street, London hit by V-2

Rocket, 168 killed (WWII).
26 1777 USA Battle of Gloucester ended (American Revolutionary War).
27 1856 Luxembourg Luxembourg Coup.
28 1920 Ireland Kilmichael Ambush (Irish War of Independence).
29 2007 Philippines Manila Peninsula Siege
30 1335 Scotland Battle of Culblean (Second War of Scottish Independence).

This Month in History (November)
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Wigmund:
Born: ?
Died: 854
Appointed: 837
Term Ended: 854
Predecessor: Wulfsige
Successor: Wulfhere

Wikipedia

Wulfhere:
Born: ?
Died:892 or 900
Appointed: 854
Term Ended: 892 or 900
Predecessor: Wigmund

Wikipedia Successor: Æthelbald

Æthelbald:
Born: ?
Died: 904 - 928
Appointed: 900
Term Ended: 904 - 928
Predecessor: Wulfhere
Successor: Hrotheweard

Hrotheweard:
Born: ?
Died: 931
Appointed: 904 - 928
Term Ended: 931
Predecessor: Æthelbald
Successor: Wulstan

Again little appears to be known about Wigmund.  He was appointed Archbishop of York in 837 and his
term ended with his death in 854.

It is also known that he produced his own coins which were minted by a number of moneyers, including
Aethelweard, Hunlaf and Coenred

Following the death of Wigmund, Wulfhere was appointed Archbishop of York and again had his own coins
produced, his moneyers included Wulfred and Eardwulf

In 866 York was captured by the Viking army.  The Anglo-Saxons failed to recapture the city the following
year.

It seems, however, Wulfhere was able to make peace with the Vikings by 868 and he was able to stay in
York.

Four years later, in 872 the Northumbrians rebelled against the Vikings and their collaborators, at which
time Wulfhere fled and found refuge with Burgred, King of Mercia.

In 873 he was recalled to York where he stayed until his death in either 892 or 900.  If his death was in 892,
then the See of York was vacant for eight years until Æthelbald was appointed in 900.

Again only the bare facts about Æthelbald and his successor.

Æthelbald died between 904 and 928 Hrotheweard (or Lodeward) was appointed sometime between  those
years and his term ended with his death in 931.

References used:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wigmund_(archbishop_of_York)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wulfhere_of_York
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%86thelbald_of_York
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hrotheweard

Archbishops of York – Wigmund, Wulfhere, Æthelbald & Hrotheweard
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Meetings are held on the 3rd Monday of each month at the Social Club, next
door to the Village Hall, High Street.

Start time 7.00pm

Price: £2.00

You can visit the HOSM Local History Society website at https://www.hosmhistory.org

Timeline:

World War 2 plane crashes within 5 miles of
Holme on Spalding Moor are being added.

HOSM Enclosure Award:

There is also the HOSM Enclosure Award
page

Both useful for those tracing their family
trees.

HOSM Local History Society

Website

Programme
21 Nov – Convoy – Phil Judkin

There is no meeting in December
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Find Colin on page 5

Picture This

PastSearch

York Sign

This York sign made from artificial grass
letters was standing at the east end of York
Minster over part of the summer.  There were
also a number of animal models on the
College Green and in other areas of York.

These have all now been moved to the Artist
Garden behind the Art Gallery for
‘hibernation’ during the winter months.

Do you know where this is?

PastSearch

Answer in Issue 120

Just For Fun

Colin the digging hamster has is hiding on one
of the pages in this newsletter, can you find him?

November Semaphore
Can your decipher these semaphore words relating to
a particular day celebrated in UK.

Semaphore Alphabet Table

Answers on p.10
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Find Colin on page11

November December
1-30
Nov

Silver Hoard Exhibition – Jorvik Viking Centre 1-31
Dec

Silver Hoard Exhibition – Jorvik Viking
Centre

1-30
Nov

Treasure! Hidden Hoards & Fabulous Finds –
Treasure House, Beverley

1-31
Dec

Treasure! Hidden Hoards & Fabulous Finds –
Treasure House, Beverley

11 Nov PastSearch Evening Zoom Talk – York in
WW2 – 1940 Raids, 7pm (see advert p.12)

1-31
Dec

Light, Glass & Stone: Conserving the St.
Cuthbert’s Window – York Minster

15 Nov PastSearch Evening Zoom Talk – York in
WW2 – 1941 Raids, 7pm (see advert p.13)

16 Dec PastSearch Evening Zoom Talk – Christmas
Traditions, 7pm (see advert p.16)

22 Nov PastSearch Evening Zoom Talk – York in
WW2 – Baedeker Raid, 7pm (see advert p.14)

21 Nov HOSM Local History Society – Convoy –
Phil Judkin, 7pm

28 Nov PastSearch Evening Zoom Talk – York in
WW2 – 1942 Raids, 7pm (see advert p.15)

If you know of any events happening which you think other Newsletter readers would be interested in,
please send details to Karen at pastsearch@hotmail.com so that they can be included in this section.

This book about the Community dig carried out in 2018 & 2019 has now been printed
and is available to purchase. Full of drawings and photographs of many artifacts.

Please contact Philip Mepham (Howden Civic Society) for details of price and postage at:

philipmepham7@btinternet.com

Dates for Your Diary

Bishops Palace Community Dig Book

Just for Fun Answers

November Sepmaphore Words

Guy Fawkes

Bonfire
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These articles were shared on Facebook and Twitter during the last month.  To see similar articles as they
come into the news please follow PastSearch on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Karen-PastSearch-
110449121756183 & Twitter: https://twitter.com/pastsearch

What’s Been in the News

Possible 10,000-Year-Old Baby Sling
Identified

Mauro Cutrona/University of Montrea
“According to a statement released by
the University of Montreal, a team of
researchers led by Claudine Gravel-Miguel of
Arizona State University and Julien Riel-
Salvatore of the University of Montreal has
found possible evidence for the use of a baby
sling some 10,000 years ago.”

Read more at:
https://www.archaeology.org/news/10863-220929-
italy-baby-
carrier?fbclid=IwAR21ilnCuR2fxIsQcAnJ5-
viAuE7z-C_O1GrmsIdxQ43Ycq0CUTBXVZSxFU

Murder Islands

“The doomed voyage of a seventeenth-century
merchant ship ended in mutiny and mayhem.
buffeted by winds and ocean swells, the 100
islands and coral reefs known as the Houtman
Abrolhos, off Australia’s west coast, is a hazard
that sailors have tried to avoid for four
centuries.”

Read more at:
https://www.archaeology.org/issues/491-
2211/letter-from/10910-australia-batavia-
shipwreck?fbclid=IwAR3d5vmD3Ifq_ufgUxov
U5ppchMTOwxO6GPwMM-
_zGY5WgjdznuJh4fhYZE

RAF Brize Norton dig unearths World War
II artefacts

Steve Lymany

“Archaeologists working at an air base have
unearthed "historically important" artefacts
including parts of World War Two gliders.
More than 200 items have been found during the
dig at RAF Brize Norton.”

Read more at:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-
oxfordshire-63401385

Archaeologists unearth two Viking Age
swords in burial ground

Arkeologerna – State Museums of History

“In total, around 20 Viking Age swords have
been found in the Västmanland area, however,
this is the first time that two swords have been
found in the same burial ground and left
standing untouched.”

Read more at:
https://www.heritagedaily.com/2022/10/archaeo
logists-unearth-two-viking-age-swords-in-
burial-ground/145069
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Registration can be booked from the Eventbrite Website at:

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/york-in-world-war-two-1940-raids-talk-2-of-5-tickets-
435414445327?aff=ebdssbonlinesearch

PastSearch Evening Zoom Talk – York in World War II – 1940 Raids
11 November 2022, 7.00pm
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Registration can be booked from the Eventbrite Website at:

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/york-in-world-war-two-1941-raids-talk-3-of-5-tickets-
435444786077?aff=ebdssbonlinesearch

PastSearch Evening Zoom Talk – York in World War II – 1941 Raids
15 November 2022, 7.00pm
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Registration can be booked from the Eventbrite Website at:

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/york-in-world-war-two-baedeker-raid-talk-4-of-5-tickets-
435475006467?aff=ebdssbonlinesearch

PastSearch Evening Zoom Talk – York in World War II – Baedeker Raid
22 November 2022, 7.00pm
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Registration can be booked from the Eventbrite Website at:

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/york-in-world-war-two-1942-raids-talk-5-of-5-tickets-
435505256947?aff=ebdssbonlinesearch

PastSearch Evening Zoom Talk – York in World War II – 1942 Raids
28 November 2022, 7.00pm
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Registration can be booked from the Eventbrite Website at:

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/christmas-traditions-tickets-461723606737

PastSearch Evening Zoom Talk – Christmas Traditions
16 December 2022, 7.00pm
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Have you visited the PastSearch Website?

Here you will find information about the talks and workshops
available from PastSearch.

There are also archaeological reports, newsletters and other pdf
files to download for free.

Go to http://pastsearch-archaeo-history.co.uk/

Or access on mobile phone by scanning

Back on Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/Karen-PastSearch-110449121756183

Twitter:

https://twitter.com/PastSearch

Pinterest:
https://www.pinterest.com/user_pastsearchtalks/?eq=pastsearch&etslf=10044

Heygo:

https://www.heygo.com/karen-pastsearch

Visit the PastSearch Website

Follow PastSearch on Facebook, Twitter,  Pinterest & Heygo
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There are currently over 40+ Illustrated Talks available which can be booked by groups and societies, and
the list keeps growing!! NOW AVAILABE AS ZOOM PRESENTATIONS

1948 Plan for York
19th century Blake Street York
A1079 – York to Pocklington

A1079 – Pocklington to Market Weighton
Archaeology Along the A63

Beverley Area
Bottles

Castles of East Yorkshire
Chocolatiers & Confectioners

Clifford’s Tower
Clues above the Eye-line

Clues at Foot Level
Coins

Eboracum to York
Fires of York Minster (in 3 parts)

Forest of Galtres
Iron Age Settlements in East Yorkshire

Lendal Bridge
Life of an Archaeologist
Maps of East Yorkshire

Moated Sites of East Yorkshire
Petuaria to Brough
Pocklington Area

Restoration of York Walls
Roman York

Rowntree Family & York
Stratigraphy & Archaeological Dating

Methods
The Iron Age

The Medieval Period
The Romans
The Vikings

Toys Found in Archaeology
Trials & Executions at York

Viking York
Walk around York Walls

York Air Raids
York Mayors & Lord Mayors

York Railway
York Through Eyes of Historians

York WW2 Air Raids
York Baedeker Raid

More details at: http://pastsearch-archaeo-history.co.uk/illustrated-talks/

Each Talk booked in 2022 is £55 (travelling expenses may be charged in some cases)

You can book your talk at: pastsearch@hotmail.com
or ring Karen on 07811 877 469

PastSearch Presentations


