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1.

Summary

This report provides the results of archaeological monitoring undertaken over a period
four visits on 4th, 9th and 10th December 2014, and 14th January 2015, on land north of
Top Garth House, Bridge Lane, Pollington, East Riding of Yorkshire.
The planning condition included the archaeological monitoring by observation,
investigation and recording (watching brief) for below ground-works associated with the
erection of two dwellings with integral garages and associated vehicular access. For the
purpose of this report, the area has been subdivided into four areas.
Although the site was located in the core of the medieval village no archaeological
features of this period were encountered.
Two post-medieval land drains were observed on a roughly north-south alignment
across plots 1 and 2 and a quantity of pottery, ceramic building material and vessel glass
was collected from a build-up layer, which, although recorded separately from each plot,
had been laid across the area following previous building work in the vicinity.

2.

Introduction

This report presents the results of monitoring by observation, investigation and
recording (watching brief) undertaken over a period of four visits on 4th, 9th and 10th
December 2014, and 14th January 2015 (NGR: SE 61323 19652). The machine
excavation of the foundation trenches and service trench was monitored on behalf of Mr.
S. Dunnington (Stuart Dunnington Design & Construction Ltd), in response to a
planning condition (Reference: DC/14/03216/PLF/WESTWW) issued by the East
Riding of Yorkshire Council on the 27th November 2014.
The archaeological monitoring was undertaken to identify and record the
presence/absence of any archaeological features identified in the written scheme of
investigation produced and previously submitted to HMSR by PastSearch (approved 4th
December 2014).

3.

Planning background

Permission for this development was granted on the 27th November 2014 subject to an
archaeological condition. The condition was imposed to comply with the provisions of
Section 91 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990:
‘No development shall take place until the applicant, or their agents or
successors in title, has secured the implementation of a programme of
archaeological work in accordance with a written scheme of investigation which
has been submitted by the applicant and approved in writing by the Local
Planning Authority. Development shall be carried out in accordance with the
approved details (Circular 11/95. Model Clause 55).

The recommendation of a programme of observation, investigation and recording
(watching brief) during all below ground works has been requested as “the application
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lies within the historic core of the settlement of Pollington, whilst evidence of the earlier
periods has been found within the village.” (HSMR – 31st October 2014)

4.

Archaeological background

(Provided by the HSMR, 31st October 2014. Ref: HSMRSMR/PA/CONS/19326)
“The site of the proposed development lies within the core of the medieval village of
Pollington. The village is situated on the northern bank of the Aire and Calder
Navigation, which is believed to have formed a natural watercourse in prehistoric times.
This is likely to have provided a focus for prehistoric settlement in the area. To the
north of the proposed development, several prehistoric finds and monuments have been
recorded. These include barrows, flint flakes, and a polished flint adze or axe, believed
to be of Neolithic or Bronze Age date, which was discovered in 1953 during gravel
extraction. Also found in this area were a number of Roman burials, these included a
gritstone coffin containing a burial placed in gypsum. A late 4th century cinery urn was
discovered close to the head of the coffin, along with a jar containing the cremated
remains of an infant. Roman Coins have also been found in the area.”

5.

Historical background

Described in 1870-72 as “a village, a township, and a chapelry, in Snaith parish. The village
stands on the Goole canal, 2 ¾ miles southwest of Snaith. The township comprises of 1,960
acres with a population of 501 and 111 houses. The chapelry was constituted with Balne in
1855.”
(John Marius Wilson’s Imperial Gazetteer of England and Wales)
Ordnance Survey maps show that there were no properties in Bridge Lane until 1970, the land
associated with Top Garth House, however, was not built upon at this time.

6.

Site location and geology

The site is centred on NGR: SE 61323 19652 and lies on land north of Top Garth House,
Bridge Lane, Pollington, East Riding of Yorkshire.
The underlying solid geology of the site is:
“Bedrock: Sherwood Sandstone Group - Sandstone. Sedimentary Bedrock formed
approximately 229 to 271 million years ago in the Triassic and Permian Periods. Local
environment previously dominated by rivers.
Setting: rivers. These rocks were formed from rivers depositing mainly sand and gravel
detrital material in channels to form river terrace deposits, with fine silt and clay from
overbank floods forming floodplain alluvium, and some bogs depositing peat; includes
estuarine and coastal plain deposits mapped as alluvium.
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Superficial Deposits: Hemingbrough Glaciolacustrine Formation - Clay, Silty.
Superficial Deposits formed up to 2 million years ago in the Quaternary Period. Local
environment previously dominated by ice age conditions.
Setting: ice age conditions. These rocks were formed in cold periods with Ice Age
glaciers scouring the landscape and depositing moraines of till with outwash sand and
gravel deposits from seasonal and post glacial meltwaters.”
(Geology of Britain Viewer 2012)
7.

Methodology

All work carried out by PastSearch was undertaken by a qualified archaeologist in
accordance with IFA standards and guidelines (IFA 2008 a; b) and the Written Scheme
of Investigation submitted by PastSearch and approved by HSMR 4 December 2014.
The vehicular access had been stripped of topsoil by machine prior to PastSearch
contracted to monitor the below-ground works. However this was only to a depth of
c.10cm in order to lay a temporary stone surface. It was possible to observe this area
again to a greater depth during works for drainage.
Plots 1 & 2, and drainage trenches were excavated by machine using a toothed bucket,
c.60cm wide.
All archaeological features were cleaned and recorded on pro forma sheets using the
PastSearch context recording system. A written record was made of each deposit,
including a description and dimensions.
Plans of the trenches were produced at scales of 1:100. Sections were drawn at a scale of
1:20.
A digital photographic record was made of the site, dwelling plots and drainage/service
trenches.
The excavated material (spoil) was visually examined for archaeological artefacts during
and after excavation.

8.

Results

8.1 Foundation Trenches for Dwelling Plots No. 1 and 2 (Figs: 2 - 4; Plates: 2 & 5)
The foundation trenches, aligned northwest - southeast had an external measurement of
approx. 13m (northwest-southeast) by 9.50m (northeast-southwest) with trenches for
internal walls, the attached garage extending beyond the frontage by 2.70m on the
northern side. The foundation trenches for Plot 2 were a mirror image as those of Plot 1,
and located 3m to the north.
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The natural subsoil (105=205) of orange brown sandy clay was encountered at 0.80m
below ground level was sealed by buried topsoil (104=204) of grey sandy clay silt up to
20cm thick, which was truncated by land drain (103=203) aligned roughly north-south
at the southeastern end, having vertical sides and flat base and contained a ceramic pipe
of post 1840 date (Section 9), backfilled with material similar to 104.
A small section of a second land drain (206) was observed in the northern corner of plot
2; however its continuation could not be ascertained.
A build-up layer (102=202) of orange sandy clay, up to 25cm thick, sealed 104, and
probably contemporary with the building of Top Garth House or the properties to the
north, having most likely been brought to the site for the purpose from elsewhere. It
contained pottery, cbm and vessel glass of late 19th/early 20th century date.
This layer was sealed by topsoil (101=201) of grey sandy loam clay silt up to 30 cm
thick.
8.2 Vehicular Access (Fig: 2; Plate: 1)
The vehicular access measured approx. 12m (northwest-southeast) by 4m at the
southeastern end and widening to 7.5m at the northwestern end. The topsoil had been
stripped to an approx. depth of 10cm prior to PastSearch contracted to monitor the
development site. An opportunity to monitor this area was later possible during works
for drainage (Section 8.3).
8.3 Drainage and Service Trenches (Fig: 2; Plates: 6 & 7)
The ground level at the rear (western) area of the site had been raised by sold stripped
from the two dwelling foundation plots. The drainage trenches here were dug through
this additional build up, prior to scheduled visit, and the water-logged conditions in the
area did not allow full access on the day.
The service trenches at the front (eastern) area of the site were dug through the vehicular
access and showed that the ground make-up was as in dwelling plots 1 & 2.

9.

Specialist Reports

9.1 Ceramic Building Material
S.E. Tibbles
Cert. Arch. Dip Arch
Introduction and Methodology
The assemblage of ceramic building material (hereafter CBM) comprised six complete
and part examples, with a combined weight of 6494 grams. Two forms were identified:
brick and land drain (Table 1).
The assemblage was subject to basic quantification (count and weight) and information
regarding dimensions, form and type was recorded and catalogued accordingly. The
presence of original surfaces was taken into consideration to aid identification. The
CBM was classified adopting a best-fit policy based on surviving dimensions and
Archaeological Monitoring at Top Garth House, Pollington, East Riding of Yorkshire
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general characteristics. Material bearing only one or no complete dimensions was
recorded as non-diagnostic.
When comparing examples within collected assemblages and local typologies, the
diversity of size and colour caused during the manufacturing process which can be
attributed to the variation in the clays used, shrinkage during drying, firing within the
kiln or clamp and the location of the brick/tile within the kiln, must be taken into
consideration. The dating of brick and tile can be highly contentious due to its re-usable
nature, therefore the date range given is that of known dates where material has been
recorded.
The Assemblage
The assemblage of CBM was recovered from two contexts, land drain (103/203) and
‘build-up’ layer (102/202) (Table 1).
Brick
The brick assemblage comprised a near complete example and four non-diagnostic, part
samples, recovered from ‘build-up’ layer (102/202) encountered within Plots 1 and 2.
This material had a combined weight of 4644g.
Plot 1 (102):
The near complete brick was of a homogenous, Red (2.5YR/5/6) fabric with complete
dimensions of: 225mm x 110mm x 76mm (9” x 4¼” x 3”). Pinkish Grey (5YR/7/2)
mortar was evident on all original surfaces. This brick was identified as a fire brick
(refractory brick) a type of brick produced from the late 18th century onwards for
industrial processes when refractory materials were required to withstand extreme heat
(Tibbles 2011, 161). Fire bricks were used in open hearth furnaces for steelworks, blast
furnaces for ironworks, coke ovens, boilers and incinerators (Douglas and Oglethorpe,
1993).
Both bed surfaces of the Pollington example were frogged, with the following details
moulded within: ‘RHODES PONTEFRACT’ and ‘‘● ●’ on the opposing bed surface.
The brick probably pertains to John Rhodes of the Prince of Wales colliery, based in
Pontefract.
Of the remainder, one fragment was of a Reddish Yellow (5YR/6/8) homogenous fabric,
displayed yellow modern paint over breaks and had no complete dimensions, and one
fragment, of a buff Light Reddish Brown (10YR/6/4) fabric with a Grey (GLEY1/5)
core, with a complete thickness of 60mm. White (2.5Y/8/1) mortar patches were noted
on bed surfaces and over breaks. Based on fabric, these bricks are considered to be of
post-medieval date.
Plot 2: (202)
One example displayed a complete thickness of 52mm. This brick was of a Red
(2.5YR/5/8) fabric with frequent, fine (0.1-0.25mm), white-firing clay inclusions, with a
Very Pale Brown (10YR/7/3) slip on the stretcher surface. The remaining fragment had
no complete dimensions and was of a Red (10R/5/6) fabric with frequent Very Pale
Brown (10YR/7/3)-firing clay streaks. The fabrics could indicate local products and
both are considered to be post-medieval in date.
Land drain
The example of land drain from (103) plot 1, had a weight of 1850g and was of a Light
Red (2.5YR/6/6) homogenous fabric. The drain was complete, with dimensions of
length 350mm, height 70mm, width 74mm and wall thickness between 16mm and
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26mm. Identified as a Type 5c drain (Tibbles, in prep), lipped along the full length of
the pipe and the profile shows a circular centre with a square outer with a lip at each
‘corner’ (ibid). This type of hand/machine-made drain was produced during the late 19th
through to the early 20th century.
Discussion
The majority of the CBM assemblage (67%) was dated between c. late 17th/early 18th
century, the remainder was of early modern date.
Due to the paucity of the assemblage, the archaeological potential of the ceramic
building material is very limited. The brick assemblage included possible local products
and reflects casual deposition, most likely brought into the development area from
elsewhere; no structural features were encountered during the archaeological
investigation. The remainder of the assemblage, the land drain, reflects land
management, i.e. drainage of the area.
Recommendations
No further work is required on the ceramic building material. Unless the landowner requests its
return, the assemblage may be discarded.

Table 1: The Ceramic Building Material by Context
Area &
Type Quantity
Comments
Context
Plot 1: Brick
1
Near complete Fire brick: 225mm x
(102)
110mm x 76mm. Frogged bed
‘buildsurfaces: ‘RHODES PONTEFRACT’
up’ layer
and ‘● ●’ on opposing bed surface.
1
Non-diagnostic. Complete thickness:
60mm. White mortar patches on bed
surfaces and over breaks. Reduced
core.
1
Non-diagnostic.
No
complete
dimensions. Modern yellow paint over
breaks.
Plot 1: Land
1
Complete: 350mm x 74mmx 70mm.
(103)
Drain
Type 5c (Tibbles, in prep).
Land
drain
Plot 2: Brick
1
Non-diagnostic. Complete thickness:
(202)
52mm. Very Pale Brown (10YR/7/3)
‘buildslip on stretcher surface.
up’ layer
1
Non-diagnostic.
No
complete
dimensions.
Total
6

Date
Early
modern

Postmedieval

Weight
(g)
3554

552

27

Post 1840

1850

Postmedieval

465
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9.

The Other Finds

Karen Adams
Pottery identification by Peter Didsbury
Aims and objectives
This assessment, which is in keeping with the specific aims of the Written Scheme of
Investigation (Adams 2014) and the with the requirements of MoRPHE, ‘PPN3:
Archaeological Excavation’ and compliant with MAP2 requirements (English Heritage
2008; 1991), aims to identify the archaeological potential of the finds assemblage
recovered from the archaeological investigation of land to the north of Top Garth House,
Bridge Lane, Pollington, East Riding of Yorkshire.
Introduction and methodology
The finds assemblage comprised of two material categories: pottery and vessel glass,
having been retrieved from contexts (102) and (202) build-up layers in Plots 1 and 2
respectively.
All material types were subject to basic quantification by count and weight, the details
of which were recorded on ‘bulk’ and ‘finds context’ sheets, where applicable. The
assemblage was appropriately packed for long term storage.
Condition of the assemblage
All of the material categories were stable and in good condition.
Quantification of the assemblage
Pottery: 38 sherds
Vessel glass: 18 shards
Catalogue by material type
10.1 Pottery
Fabric terms compatible for those in use for Hull and Beverley typologies, or follow
those of Watkins 1987.
Code
BANDSW
FPWW
LBLAK
MODSW
PORC
TPWW
WHDIP

Common Name
Banded Slipware
Factory-Produced White Earthenware
Late Black
Modern Stoneware
Porcelain (all Porcellanous fabrics)
Transfer-Printed White Earthenware
White-Dipped Ware

A total of 38 sherds of pottery, with a combined weight of 517.40g; having an average
sherd weight (ASW) of 13.62g was retrieved from context (102) and (202) build-up
layers in Plots 1 and 2 respectively.
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Table 2: The Pottery Assemblage by Context.
Context
No.
102
Plot 1
Buildup
Layer

Fabric
Code
MODSW

PORC

LBLAK

WHDIP

FPWW

TPWW

202
Plot 2
Buildup
Layer

PORC

TPWW

FPPW

MODSW

BANDSW

Date
Late
19th/early
20th Century
Late
19th/early
20th Century
Late
19th/early
20th Century
Late
19th/early
20th Century
Late
19th/early
20th Century
Late
19th/early
20th Century
Late
19th/early
20th Century
Late
19th/early
20th Century
Late
19th/early
20th Century
Late
19th/early
20th Century
Late
19th/early
20th Century

Description

Quantity

Bottles/kitchen ware

2

Weight
(g)
112.60

Plain white, 1 saucer with
gold gilt decoration

4

10.90

1

10.50

Rim flake

1

7.60

Plain white

4

85

Plain white

4

20.40

Incl: 1 base
1 gold gilt decoration
1 electric isolator?
Incl: 1 bowl sherd with
floral/geometric decoration,
pale blue
Plain white

5

53.80

3

14.30

7

44.20

Incl: 2 rim sherds, 1 bottle
1 rouletted sherd

4

149.40

Blue and white

3

8.70

38

517.4

Total

10.2 The Glass Assemblage
A total of 18 shards of glass, having a combined weight of 940.60g was retrieved from
two contexts: (102) and (202) build-up layers in Plots 1 and 2 respectively.
The majority of the assemblage (88%) comprised of complete or shards of bottles for
beverages, wine/beer and milk. Base marks were found on three examples; however
they have not been identified at this time. Contents information was found on three
examples, two of which were partial and also could not be identified. The third was of:
Goole Co-Operative: The head office during the 1950s-60s was in Red Lion Street,
with various departments located in shops in other parts of the town. Milk would also
be delivered to in Goole and to nearby villages.
The remaining 12% of the glass assemblage comprised of bowl/vase/dish shards, one
with incised line decoration and one with appliqué decoration.
Archaeological Monitoring at Top Garth House, Pollington, East Riding of Yorkshire
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Table 3: The Glass Assemblage by Context.
Context
No.
102
Plot 1
Buildup
Layer

202
Plot 2
Buildup
Layer

Form

Date

Description

Quantity

Neck/Rim
Shard
Body Shard

20th Century

1
1

20.60

Body Shard

20th Century

1

45.40

Body/Basal
Shard

20th Century

1

50

Complete

20th Century

3

475.80

Body Shard

19th/20th
Century

1

48.50

Body Shard

19th/20th
Century

1

17.30

Basal Shard

20th Century

1

52.10

Body Shard

20th Century

Bottle. Mould-made. Green.
Blob collar
Bottle. Mould-made. Olive
green
Bottle.
Mould-made.
Brown
Bowl/dish.
Mould-made.
Clear.
Incised
line
decoration
Bottle. Mould-made. Clear.
Wide bead collar. Contents
manufacturer’s details on
body: GOOLE CO-OP
PASTURISED
MILK
CONTENTS 1 PINT
Base mark: WW 3’ 15.. 5A
Bottle. Mould-made. Pale
green-blue.
Contents
manufacturer’s details on
body:
[CARBON]ATED
WA[TER] []ERRY[]
Bottle. Mould-made. Pale
green-blue.
Contents
manufacturer’s details on
body:
[]
THE
CR[]
[]ERAT[]
Bottle.
Mould-made.
Brown
Base Mark: S1293 K1 U68
Bottle. Mould-made. Olive
Green

Weight
(g)
28.10

1

9.50

Body/Basal
Shards

20th Century

Bottle.
Mould-made.
Clear. Non-joining. 4 body,
1 basal

5

146.80

Basal Shard

20th Century

1

28.10

Body Shard

20th Century

Bottle.
Mould-made.
Clear.
Base mark: 7VF C3 1414/1
G
Vase/Bowl. Opaque white
with transparent blue lining.
Transparent blue outer
appliqué decoration
TOTAL

1

29.40g

18

943.60

20th Century
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Discussion and recommendations
The pottery, glass and cbm assemblages are of 19th-20th century date, consistent with
normal domestic waste and background agricultural scatter and of limited archaeological
potential.
No further work is considered necessary. Unless the land owner requests its return, the
finds assemblage is not recommended for retention.
11.

Discussion

Although the site was located in the core of the medieval village no archaeological
features of this period were encountered.
Two post-medieval land drains were observed on a roughly north-south alignment
across plots 1 and 2 and a quantity of pottery, ceramic building material and vessel glass
was collected from a build-up layer, which, although recorded separately from each plot,
had been laid across the area following previous building work in the vicinity.
Previous monitoring on sites within the locale also resulted in a lack of archaeological
features relating to the medieval village. However, aerial photographs of areas to the
east, have indicated a possible medieval/post-medieval settlement.
Earlier human activity has also been recorded to the northeast by the presence of
barrows and flint tools.
A gritstone coffin was discovered to the northwest of the site in 1949, which contained a
burial, and in 1951 and 1962 cremation urns were discovered, close by.

12.

Recommendations

No further work is recommended for the proposed site, however it is recommended that
monitoring may be carried out for future work within surrounding area of Pollington.
Unless the land owner requests its return, the finds assemblage is not recommended for
retention.

13.

Acknowledgements

PastSearch would like to thank Mr. S. Dunnington for his invaluable assistance and cooperation throughout the duration of the monitoring, Steve Hale the machine driver.
PastSearch would also like to thank Humber Sites and Monuments Record Office for
their assistance whilst attending the office for research.
The on-site recording was undertaken and the figures were reproduced by Karen Adams.

Archaeological Monitoring at Top Garth House, Pollington, East Riding of Yorkshire

Page 11

14.

Archive

The archive consists of:
A context register, context sheets, a plan and section register, plan and section drawings,
contact sheets of digital photographs, a hard and digital copy of the report.
Following the completion of the archaeological monitoring, an ordered and indexed
archive has been compiled in accordance with English Heritage guidelines (1991). The
archive will be deposited within the relevant museum within the next six months.
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1 SUMMARY
This written scheme of investigation is valid for one year from December 2014
The purpose of this written scheme of investigation is to present an archaeological strategy in
support for the below ground works associated with a controlled observation, investigation
and recording (watching brief) for erection of no.2 dwellings with integral garages and
associated vehicular access at land north of Top Garth House, Bridge Lane, Pollington, East
Riding of Yorkshire. (NGR:SE 61323 19652). Application number: DC/14/03216/PLF,
SMR Ref: SMR/PA/CONS/18263.
The ground works are expected to be undertaken over a period of days in December 2014 and
early 2015.

2 INTRODUCTION

2.1 Site Archaeological Background
The following information has been provided by the HSMR (31 October 2014).
“The site of hte proposed development lies within the core of the medieval village of
Pollington. The village is situated on the northern bank of the Aire and Calder Navigation,
which is believed to have formed a natural watercourse in prehistoric times. This is likely to
have provided a focus for prehistoric settlement in the area. To the north of the proposed
development, several prehistoric finds and monuments have been recorded. These include
barrows, flint flakes, and a polished flint adze or axe, believed to be of Neolithic or Bronze
Age date, which was discovered in 1953 during gravel extraction. Also found in this area
were a number of Roman burials, these included a gritstone coffin containing a burial placed
in gypsum. A late 4th century cinery urn was discovered close to the head of the coffin, along
with a jar containing the cremated remains of an infant. Roman Coins have also been found
in the area.”
2.2 Site Location and Geology
The site is centred on NGR: SE 61323 19652 and lies on land north of Top Garth House,
Bridge Lane, Pollington, East Riding of Yorkshire.
The underlying solid geology of the site is:
“Bedrock: Sherwood Sandstone Group - Sandstone. Sedimentary Bedrock formed
approximately 229 to 271 million years ago in the Triassic and Permian Periods. Local
environment previously dominated by rivers.
Setting: rivers. These rocks were formed from rivers depositing mainly sand and gravel
detrital material in channels to form river terrace deposits, with fine silt and clay from
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overbank floods forming floodplain alluvium, and some bogs depositing peat; includes
estuarine and coastal plain deposits mapped as alluvium.
Superficial Deposits: Hemingbrough Glaciolacustrine Formation - Clay, Silty. Superficial
Deposits formed up to 2 million years ago in the Quaternary Period. Local environment
previously dominated by ice age conditions.
Setting: ice age conditions. These rocks were formed in cold periods with Ice Age glaciers
scouring the landscape and depositing moraines of till with outwash sand and gravel deposits
from seasonal and post glacial meltwaters.”
(Geology of Britain Viewer)
2.3 Planning Background
Permission for this development was granted on the 27 November 2014 subject to various
conditions including an archaeological condition that:
“No development shall take place until the applicant, or their agents or successors in title, has
secured the implementation of a programme of archaeological work in accordance with a
written scheme of investigation which has been submitted by the applicant and approved by
the Planning Authority. Development shall be carried out in accordance with the approved
details (Circular 11/95, Model Clause 55).
The request for this condition is in line with Policies 128, 129, 131, 135, 136, 139 and 141
within Section 12 ‘Conserving and enhancing the historic environment’, in the National
Planning PolicyFramework 2012.”
The recommendation of a programme of observation, investigation and recording (watching
brief) during all below ground works has been requested because “the application site lies
within the historic core of the settlement of Pollington, whilst evidence of earlier periods
have been found within the village.”

3 AIMS AND OBJECTIVES
The aim of this archaeological recording shall be to
N

Establish the presence/absence, nature, date, depth, quality and importance of any
archaeological features and deposits, including burials.

N

Enable an assessment of the potential and significance of the archaeology of the site to
be made, and the impact which development will have upon them.

The current knowledge of the site and its environs suggests that archaeological remains of
Romano-British might be present. The objective of the archaeological investigation will
therefore be to:
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N

Identify and record all archaeological features and artefacts exposed during the below
ground works;

N

Establish the sequence of archaeological deposits;

N

Determine the form and function of any archaeological features identified;

N

Retrieve dating and palaeoecological evidence from archaeological features;

N

Identify the spatial distribution of activity.

The results will be presented in appropriate detail in a post-excavation assessment report.
Assessment of the results of the fieldwork will also aim to provide recommendations as to the
need, or otherwise, for further research on any of the excavated material and will determine
the appropriate methods for dissemination of the results should they be of any archaeological
significance.
All archaeological work will be carried out to a sufficient standard to satisfy the aims of the
project and the requirements of HSMR, as outlined in their Notes for archaeological
contractors proposing to work in the area covered by the Humber SMR (Evans 1999); the
work will also conform to the standards promoted in the Institute of Field Archaeologists’
Standards and Guidance for archaeological excavation (IFA 2008a; b).

4 METHODOLOGY

4,1 The Site
4.1.1 Access Road (Fig: 2)
Any ground reduction that is required for the access road, to be undertaken by an appropriate
mechanical excavator with a toothless ditching bucket, under direct archaeological
supervision, to the required depth. The monitoring will involve identifying, planning and
photographing features to a standard acceptable to HSMR.
4.1.2 Foundation Trenches (Fig: 2)
Plot 1 has been machine excavated prior to contractor being appointed, however it is possible
to observe any features revealed, before concrete is poured.
The removal or turf and excavation of foundation trenches, for plot 2, to be undertaken by an
appropriate mechanical excavator with a toothless bucket, under direct archaeological
supervision, down to the required levels.
The monitoring will involve identifying, planning and photographing features to a standard
acceptable to HSMR.
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4.1.3 Drainage, Soak-aways and Service trenches
The digging of drainage, soak-aways and service trenches to be undertaken by an appropriate
mechanical excavator with a toothless bucket, under direct archaeological supervision, down
to the required levels. The monitoring will involve identifying, planning and photographing
features to a standard acceptable to HSMR.

N.B. If the construction programme is to be excavated in phased stages, then the
archaeological work may be similarly phased, but the basic approach and methodology will
remain the same.
4.2 Excavation
If it becomes clear during the monitoring work that little archaeological interest is likely to
survive on the site, the recording work may be halted, in consultation with the HSMR.
However, if structures, features, finds or deposits of archaeological interest are exposed, or
disturbed, PastSearch will be allowed time to clean, assess, and hand excavate, sample and
record the archaeological features, as necessary and appropriate according to the nature of the
remains. Excavators will not be operated in the immediate vicinity of any archaeological
remains until they have been recorded, and PastSearch has given explicit permission for
operations to commence at that location.
If, in the professional judgement of PastSearch, unexpectedly significant or complex
discoveries are made that require more recording than is covered by this WSI, immediate
contact will be made with the main contractor and HSMR, allowing appropriate amendments
to be made for the extra recording work, in agreement with all parties concerned.
Where features of archaeological interest are present, recording procedures will be those
generally used on archaeological excavations. Plans will be completed at an appropriate
scale (e.g. 1:20 or 1:50). Sections will also be drawn at an appropriate scale (e.g. 1:10), and
written context description will be compiled. Digital photographs will be taken of all
encountered features, as well as general progress of the development, using a camera of 10
megapixels minimum. 35mm monochrome print film and colour slides will be taken of
selected features. The level of features or deposits relative to Ordnance Datum will be
determined where possible.
Any artefacts recovered will be bagged according to their context. The recovery and
processing of the finds will be undertaken in accordance with IFA and ULIC standards and
guidelines (2008d; Watkinson and Neal 1998). Soil samples will be taken from features or
deposits deemed likely to have palaeoenviromental potential (see below). The environmental
sampling and subsequent assessment and/or analysis (if required) will be in line with the
recommendations of English Heritage policy guidance (2011 2nd edition).
If finds or archaeological remains of special significance are encountered, negotiations
between the client, PastSearch and HSMR should take place to determine appropriate
procedures.
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4.3 Finds Strategy
Finds encountered will be recorded to professional standards; in line with IFA and MoRPHE
guidelines and also compliant with specifications of MAP2 (IFA 2008c; English Herutage
2008; ibid 1991) using recognised procedures and numbering systems compatible with the
accessioning system employed by the recipient museum. Recording, marking and storage
materials will be of archive quality. Finds of particular interest – ie. Those other than bulk
finds such as animal bone, pottery or ceramic building materials – will be allocated a
Recorded Find number and their description will be entered onto an appropriate pro forma
sheet. A site-specific accession number will be agreed with the Museum Service.
The analysis/conservation of any finds from the site will be dealt with as follows: after
quantification of any such material, the clients will be provided with cost estimates for any
necessary work so that funding can be agreed – contingency sums only will be included in
any cost estimates.
Artefacts such as gold or silver, as defined under the categories of ‘treasure’ in accordance
with Section C of The Treasure Act 1996 Code of Practice, will be reported to the Coroner.
4.4 Human Remains
If human burials are encountered, they will be recorded in situ and removed in accordance
with the conditions set out in a license for the removal of Human Remains, issued by the
Ministry of Justice. PastSearch will contact the Ministry on the client’s behalf.
Human remains will be treated with due respect and adequately recorded using recording
forms designed specifically for such use, in line with procedures outlined in IFA Guidelines
to the Standards for Recording Human Remains (Brickley and McKinley 2004) and English
Heritage guidelines (2004; 2005). Any skeletal material will be lifted and arrangements
made for storage, unless licence specifies reburial or cremation.
4.5 Strategy for the Recovery and Sampling of Biological Remains
Environmental samples to be taken from any identifiable archaeological features; the
sampling and subsequent assessment and/or analysis will be in line with the recommendations
of English Heritage policy guidance (2011 2nd edition).
When the material has been quantified, estimates for the assessment (and where necessary,
subsequent analysis) will be passed to the client to arrange funding; only indicative
allowances for this work will be included in any initial cost estimates.
The aim of sediment sampling within the context of this programme of observation,
investigation and recording (watching brief) will be to gather sufficient material for analysis
of biological remains within archaeological features and to assess their bio-archaeological
potential. To this end a number of samples will be taken from excavated features. It is not
intended to introduce an extensive blanket sampling policy involving the routine sampling of
features; rather, a range of dated and undated contexts will be targeted, combining judgement
with systematic sampling where this is appropriate. These may include burnt deposits and
those with visible preserved organic material from specific types of features e.g. pit fills,
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ditch fills, occupation deposit/floor silts (if clearly uncontaminated, i.e. separated from
modern soils, sealed beneath other clay floors).
A selection will also be made of deposits with no visible potential. The exceptions will be
deposits which are unstratified, unsealed (liable to contamination), ground makeups or other
deposits which are likely to have been imported and contain residual or intrusive material,
except where specific questions are posed. This is in line with the recommendations of
English Heritage policy guidance (2011 2nd edition).
All samples will initially be examined at PastSearch premises. In light of this examination
and the results of the fieldwork, suitable material will be sent to Palaeoecology Research
Services (PRS) based in Hull for assessment.

4.6 Spot/ID Samples
A small number of spot samples, such as concentrations of small bones, seeds etc. might be
taken, as may sample of wood for identification.
4.7 Animal Bones
Animal bones will be hand-collected from all excavated features, and will be bagged and
labelled according to their excavated context. Where deposits are noted to contain dense
concentrations of bones, then these will be sampled as BS samples as described in the English
Heritage policy guidance (2011, 2nd edition). Collected bones will be examined by PRS.
4.8 Specialist Dating
Specialist dating may be considered in certain circumstances, normally where contexts or
features cannot be dated by other ‘conventional’ methods (e.g. pottery, artefacts,
documentary). There are three main types which may be considered, broadly:
dendrochronological sampling of preserved timbers; archaeo-magnetic assay of slowaccumulated water lain silts and hearth/kiln structures; radiocarbon/accelerator mass
spectroscopy (AMS) dating of organic material recovered either from GBA/BS samples or
taken as Spot/ID samples (e.g. bone, shell, organic sediments). Costs for such analyses will
be approved with the client before expenditure
4.9 Off-Site Works
4.9.1 Assessment
Upon completion of the programme of observation, investigation and recording (watching
brief), the artefacts, soil samples, and written and drawn information will be retained for
assessment which will comply with IFA and MoRPHE guidelines and also compliant with
specifications of MAP 2 (IFA 2008c; English Heritage 2008; ibid 1991). The site records will
be indexed and assessed, leading to the production of a detailed report; which will include the
discussion of each observed area (foundation/service trenches etc.) in turn, with a unified
phasing structure based on the stratigraphic sequence where possible.
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All finds will be examined, catalogued and prepared for the archive. PastSearch retain the
right at this stage to discard unstratified material; particularly that from modern topsoil and
overburden, unless of clear intrinsic interest, following consultation with specialists.
Collected material will be sent to the appropriate sub-contracted specialist for assessment, the
results and recommendations of which will be integrated into the report and the site phasing
checked for consistency.
Provision will be made for the radiography of all stratified metal finds and the assessment of
the conservation needs of the whole finds assemblage by a recognized specialist, such as the
York Archaeological Trust (YAT) conservation laboratory. A sum will be allocated to allow
for initial conservation or stabilization of artefacts found. If applicable, a report will be
produced by the conservator on the results of this assessment for inclusion in the main report.
The pottery will be assessed by a sub-contracted pottery specialist with experience of
regional ceramic forms and fabrics.
Soil samples will be sent to an environmental specialist following an initial selection process
for more detailed examination, including paraffin flotation for the recovery of insect remains
in necessary. Arrangements will also be made to assess specialist samples where these have
been taken.
The animal bones and any human bones will be assessed by suitably qualified specialists.
Artefacts requiring radiocarbon, dendrochronology or species identification will also be
selected for specialist analysis.
4.8.2 Archive Preparation and Deposition (Including Finds Retention/Disposal)
The archive will be prepared(including finds retention/disposal) in accordance with our usual
procedures which are in line with those recommended by English Heritage (2008) and the
IFA (2008c; Brown 2007). The site archive, including finds and environmental material,
subject to the permission of the relevant landowners, will be labelled, conserved and stored
according to the United Kingdom Institute for Conservation (UKIC) (Walker 1990) and the
Museums and Galleries Commission (MGC 1992).
It is intended that the site archive will be deposited with a suitable repository which meets the
criteria for the storage of archaeological material; they will be contacted at an early stage in
the project. Finds remain the property of the landowner until such time as they may grant
title to a museum.
Upon completion of post-excavation work, the ownership of the finds can be transferred to
the museum, with the written archive also being transferred by the archaeological contractor.
All recorded finds would be deposited as a matter of course, but discussions would need to
take place upon completion of post-excavation work to determine which bulk finds were of
sufficient importance to be deposited as per the recipient museums guidelines. An allowance
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will be made as a contribution to the recipient museum towards the long-term curation and
storage of materials.
4.9 Report Production
Within six weeks of the completion of the work, a report will be produced by PastSearch and
submitted to HSMR, the developer and the Local Planning Authority.
The final report will include the following (as appropriate)
N

A summary

N

Site code /project number

N

Planning reference number and SMR casework number

N

Dates for fieldwork visits

N

Grid reference

N

A location plan, with scale

N

A plan of the developer's plan showing the areas monitored (e.g. the site of the new
dwelling, service trenches, and the new access road), and indicating the position of
archaeological features in relation to the foundations etc., with scale

N

Section and plan drawings (where archaeological deposits are exposed), with ground
level, Ordnance Datum and vertical and horizontal scales

N

Photographs where significant archaeological deposits or artefacts are encountered;
also general photographs to show the prevailing condition of the site at the time of the
fieldwork

N

A written description and analysis of the methods and results of the archaeological
fieldwork, in the context of the known archaeology of the area

N

Specialist artefact and environmental reports, as necessary

Digital copies of the reports (in PDF format) will be supplied to HSMR, the Agent and/or
client, for submitting to the Local Planning Authority.
4.10 Copyright, Confidentiality and Publicity
Unless the client wishes to state otherwise, the copyright of any written, graphic or
photographic records and reports rests with the originating body; that is the archaeological
organization undertaking the fieldwork and analysis.
The results of the work will remain confidential, initially being distributed only to the clients,
their agents, and HSMR, and will remain so until such time as it is submitted in support of a
planning application and is then deemed to have entered the public domain. After which
PastSearch may make information available to interested parties, for example in the form of a
presentation to community groups.
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A brief note on the findings will be submitted for publication in a local or regional
archaeological journal. However, the findings may be of insufficient importance to merit
more detailed publication. Recommendations as to the need or otherwise for additional postexcavation works to produce a published report, will be identified in the assessment reports.
4.11 Health and Safety, Insurance
Health and Safety will take priority over archaeological matters. Under the terms of the
Management of Health and Safety Regulations 1992, PastSearch prepare a Risk Assessment
for any excavations undertaken. Overall policy is in line with recommendations set out by
SCAUM Manual Health and Safety in Field Archaeology (Allen and St. John Holt 2006).
Members of staff are given a Health and Safety induction at commencement of all projects.
PastSearch is fully covered by a Public Liability Insurance Policy.
4.12 Monitoring
The work will be monitored by HSMR to ensure that it is carried out to the required standard.
This working scheme of investigation has been submitted to them for approval. The
opportunity will be afforded for them to visit the site and to inspect and comment upon the
excavation and recording procedures.

5 TIMETABLE AND STAFFING
5.1 Timetable for the Work
The archaeological recording work should not cause undue delay to the overall programme of
site work, however, the main contractor and client will ensure that PastSearch has sufficient
time and resources to make sure fulfilment with all elements of this WSI.
The work is expected to be undertaken over a period of days in December 2014 and early
2015.
The fieldwork will be followed by a post-excavation period, during which the assessment
report will be produced, including (as appropriate) any specialist assessments.
5.2 Project Team, Staff Experience and Technical Expertise
The on-site monitoring will be carried out by a Project Officer. Subsequent hand-cleaning
and investigation, recording or surveying, will require the assistance of Site Assistants.
The off-site team will comprise the Project Officer, Finds Officer and an Illustrator, with the
assessment of any pottery and ceramic building material being undertaken by a specific subcontracted specialist, and contributions from other artefact and environmental specialists as
required. The above will be under the overall direction of the Project Officer. The project
team includes the following, with expertise drawn as necessary from the external specialists
listed.
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Project Manager
K. Adams – Extensive professional experience in archaeological fieldwork since 1986, on
excavations covering a large range of archaeological periods, in particular Iron Age and
Romano-British. Also finds processing in accordance with MAP2 and MoRPHE
requirements and CAD illustration.
Site/Finds Assistants
Experienced staff who have worked in the region on numerous projects.
Finds Consultant
S. Tibbles, Cert. Arch. (Hull) & Dip. Arch. (Hull) – has extensive experience in finds
assessments and publications.
Pottery Specialists
P. Didsbury, MPhil, Cert.Ed. – who has extensive experience of pottery research on material
from the region, and in particular, has published reports on Saxon, medieval and postmedieval regional assemblages.
Ceramic Building Materials
J. Tibbles, BA (Hons), Cert.Arch. (Hull), Dip.H.E, AIFA. – has extensive experience in CBM
assessments and publication reports for all periods. Has also developed the regional typology
for CBM over recent years.
S. Tibbles, Cert. Arch. (Hull) & Dip. Arch. (Hull) – has extensive experience in CBM
assessments and publications. Has developed the regional Romano-British tegula typology.
Conservation
York Archaeological Trust Conservation Laboratory (conservation, specialist reports on
wood and leather).
Environmental Specialists
Palaeoecology Research Services (biological remains).
Human Remains
York Osteoarchaeology
And appropriate specialists for Lithics, Worked Stone, Soil, Archaeomagnetics,
Geophysics, Dendrochronology, Radiocarbon/AMS, as required
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APPENDIX 1 - Plans

Figure 1: Location of development area (not to scale - plan supplied by John Beale (Easdale
Lane))

Figure 2: Proposed plan (not to scale - plan supplied by John Beale (Easdale Lane))
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APPENDIX 2 - Photographs

Plate 1: Aerial photograph (Google Earth 2014)
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Plate 1: Vehicular access, looking west (1m scale)

Plate 2: Plot 1, looking west (1m scale)

Plate 3: Plot 1, land drain (103), sect 1, looking south (50cm scale)

Plot 4: Plot 2, looking west (1m scale)

Plate 5: Plot 2, land drain (206), sect 2, looking north (50cm scale)

Plate 6: Western drainage, looking north

Plate 7: Eastern drainage, looking west (50cm scale)

Plate 8: Glass assemblage (102) (20cm scale)

Plate 9: Glass assemblage (202)

Plate 10: Bottle, (202), Goole Co-Op (20cm & 10cm scales) and rubbings

Plate 11: Bottle shard, (202), contents details (10cm scale), and rubbing

Plate 12: Bottle shard, (202), contents details (10cm scale), and rubbing

Plate 13: Bottle base mark, (202), rubbing

Plate 14: Bottle base mark, (202), rubbing

Plate 15: Vase/bowl (202) (10cm scale)

