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1.

Summary

An archaeological monitored topsoil strip and watching brief was undertaken over a
period of eight days (13th & 14th May, 28th – 30th May, 12th, 15th & 16th July 2013) on
agriculture land to the west of Roall Manor Farm, Roall Lane, Kellington, Goole, East
Yorkshire.
The planning condition included a programme of archaeological monitoring by
controlled observation, investigation and recording (monitored topsoil strip) and
subsequent watching brief for below ground-works associated with the construction of
an agriculture shed.
For the purpose of this report, the area has been subdivided into two areas and a group
of 44 stanchion trenches and five drainage trenches.
The development site is located to the south of a known “site of archaeological interest,”
that being a Roman fort. Therefore the possibility of encountering archaeological
features associated with this site were considered. No features of archaeological interest
were encountered, however a small assemblage of pottery, clay pipe, ceramic building
material (CBM), vessel glass, slate was collected from the topsoil, and a irrigation water
pipe trench was observed in two of the drainage trenches.

2.

Introduction

This report presents the results of archaeological monitoring by controlled observation,
investigation and recording (monitored topsoil strip) and subsequent watching brief for
below ground-works undertaken over eight days (13th & 14th May, 28th – 30th May, 12th,
15th & 16th July 2013) on agriculture land to the west of Roall Manor Farm, Roall Lane,
Kellington, Goole, East Yorkshire (NGR: SE56434 24885). The stripping of topsoil for
the hard-standing areas 1 and 2 and watching brief of stanchions and drainage trenches
was monitored on behalf of Mr. G Poskitt, in response to a planning condition
(Reference: 2012/1186/FUL) issued by the Selby District Council on the 13th March
2013.
3.

Archaeological background

The following information has been provided by the NYCC HER (19th February 2013).
“The proposed development lies in an area of archaeological interest close to
archaeological remains of a Roman fort north of Roall Manor Farm, Scheduled
Monument number (NHLE 1017822). This is an area of national archaeological
importance designated under the 1979 Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas
Act. It is possible that archaeological remains associated with this site may survive
outside the Scheduled area, and there is the potential that finds and features associated
with the Roman Fort and Vicus may be encountered during ground disturbance in
respect of the proposed development.”
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4.

Historical background

Kellington and Roall Hall are mentioned in the Domesday Book, 1086. Kellington
having households of 4 villagers and 1 smallholder, and 1 ploughland. Roall Hall
having households of 2 villagers and 3 smallholders, and 2 ploughlands, also a meadow
of 4 acres and a mill.
In the 1820’s Kellington is described as “a parish town in the wapentake of
Osglodcross, in the liberty of Pontefract being 5 ½ miles east of Pontefract and Snaith,
and 21miles from York. Population 283. The church a vicarage, dedicated to St.
Edmund in the deanery of Pontefract, value £9.8s.11 ½ d.” Roall Hall is mentioned at
this time as “Rowle Hall, a farm house in the township and parish of Kellington.”
Extra information in 1860 includes: “Kellington parish is situated on the River Aire,
and contains the townships of Kellington, Whitley and Beaghall; also the hamlets of
High and Low Eggbrough. The parish is noted for its superior breed of sheep and shorthorned cattle, also the quality of its barley for malting purposes. The soil is a light sandy
loam. A canal passes through the parish to Goole. The village, which is of considerable
antiquity, at one time belonged to the Knights of St. John of Jerusalem. The living is a
vicarage in the diocese of York, value £300, in the patronage of Trinity College,
Cambridge. The church, dedicated to St. Edmund, is an ancient structure, with a low,
square, western tower containing three bells. In the churchyard is an ancient stone with a
cross rudely sculptured. The parochial charities produce about £5 per annum. The
Wesleyans have a chapel. Earl Cathcart is the principal landowner." And Roall is
described at this time as “Rowall, a hamlet in the township of Kellington.”
Both Kellington and Roall Hall are mentioned in the Subsidy Rolls (Poll Tax) of 1379.

5.

Site location and geology

The site is centred on NGR: SE56434 24885 on agricultural land to the west of Roall
Manor Farm, Roall Lane, Kellington, Goole, East Yorkshire.
The underlying solid geology of the site is Sherwood Sandstone Group - Sandstone.
Sedimentary Bedrock formed approximately 227 to 256 million years ago in the Triassic
and Permian Periods. Local environment previously dominated by rivers.
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6.

Planning background

Permission for this development was granted on the 13th March 2013, by Selby District
Council, subject to various conditions including an archaeological condition that:
“No development shall take place within the application area until the applicant has
secured the implementation of a programme of archaeological work in accordance with
a written scheme of investigation which has been submitted by the applicant and
approved by the Planning Authority.”
The recommendation of a programme of observation, investigation and recording
(monitored topsoil strip) and subsequent watching brief, during all below ground works
has been requested as “the site is of archaeological interest.”

7.

Methodology

All work carried out by PastSearch was undertaken by a qualified archaeologist in
accordance with IFA standards and guidelines (IFA 2008 a; b) and the Written Scheme
of Investigation submitted by PastSearch and approved by Selby District Planning office
29th April 2013.
Area 1 was stripped of topsoil on 13th and 14th May 2013 using a Komatsu 61px
Bulldozer
The 44 stanchions were excavated between 28th – 30th May 2013 by a JCB Backhoe
Loader using straight-edge toothless buckets measuring 1m and 1.50m.
Area 2 was stripped of topsoil prior to and on 12th July 2013 by a JCB 360° using a
straight-edge toothless bucket measuring 1.50m.
The trenches for drainage were excavated on 12th – 16th July 2013 by a JCB Backhoe
Loader using a straight-edge toothless bucket measuring 0.60m
All archaeological features were cleaned and recorded on pro forma sheets using the
PastSearch context recording system. A written record was made of each deposit,
including a description and dimensions.
Plans of Areas 1 and 2, stanchions and the drainage trenches were produced at scales of
1:200, sections were drawn at a scale of 1:20.
A digital photographic record was made of all areas, stanchions and trenches for
drainage.
The excavated material (spoil) was visually examined for archaeological artefacts during
and after excavation.
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8.

Results

8.1 Area 1 (Fig: 2; Plates: 3 and 4)
A total of two visits (13th and 14th May 2013) were made to monitor the removal of
topsoil from the development area to the required level, prior to crushed stone hardstanding being laid.
Area 1 measured approx. 50m² and the topsoil (101) of loam sandy silt, being up to
0.30m thick, was removed using a Komatsu 61px Bulldozer. This layer sealed the
natural subsoil (102) of mottled orange and yellow sand.
No archaeological features were encountered.
8.2 Stanchions (Figs: 2, 3 and 5; Plates: 5, 6 and 7)
A total of three visits (28th, 29th and 30th May 2013) were made to monitor the digging
of 44 stanchions, which were positioned in area 1.
Following the stripping of the topsoil in area 1 the northeastern end needed to be raised,
which was accomplished by a layer of demolition rubble (104) up to the required level
(which was noticeable in stanchion trenches 7-12, 19-26 and 33-40 ) before a layer of
stone hardcore (103) was laid over the top, which extended by up to 30m to the
northeast and 12m to the southwest directly over un-stripped topsoil.
Stanchion trenches 1-12 were approx. 1.5m square and 13-44 approx. 1.3m square, and
excavated to depths between 0.60m-0.92m (see Table 1 below) which includes the
recently laid hard-standing stone (103) and build-up layer (104). These stanchions were
not entered due to health and safety.
Table 1: Stanchion approx. depths
Stanchion Depth Includes Build up
1
0.60m
No
2
0.68m
No
3
0.70m
No
4
0.60m
No
5
0.70m
No
6
0.70m
No
7
0.75m
Yes
8
0.70m
Yes
9
0.70m
Yes
10
0.73m
Yes
11
0.71m
Yes
12
0.80m
Yes
13
0.70m
No
14
0.90m
No
15
0.82m
No
16
0.90m
No

Stanchion
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38

Depth Includes Build up
0.75m
Yes
0.80m
Yes
0.70m
Yes
0.80m
Yes
0.80m
No
0.70m
No
0.80m
No
0.90m
No
0.80m
No
0.88m
No
0.92m
Yes
0.90m
Yes
0.80m
Yes
0.90m
Yes
0.80m
Yes
0.80m
Yes
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Table 1: Stanchion approx. depths (cont.)
Stanchion

Depth

17
18
19
20
21
22

0.85m
0.90m
0.65m
0.80m
0.90m
0.80m

Includes Build up

No
No
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

Stanchion

Depth

39
40
41
42
43
44

0.80m
0.70m
0.90m
0.88m
0.80m
0.80m

Includes Build up

Yes
Yes
No
No
No
No

No archaeological features were encountered.
8.3 Area 2 (Fig: 2; Plate: 9)
A total of one visit (12th July 2013) was made to record the results of the stripping of
topsoil from area 2. The majority of this work had been carried out previous to this date,
and had been compressed by a roller in preparation for a layer hard-standing stone. The
remainder stripping at the northeastern end was monitored, although little topsoil was
removed here.
Topsoil (101), up to 0.30m deep sealed the natural subsoil (102), as previously seen in
Area 1.
No archaeological features were encountered.
8.4 Drainage Trenches (Figs: 2, 4 and 5; Plates: 10 – 16)
A total of three visits (12th, 15th and 16th July 2013) were made to monitor the digging of
trenches for drainage. For the purpose of this report, although they connected, they have
been recorded as five separate drainage trenches.
Drainage Trench 1 (Figs: 2, 4 and 5; Plates: 10 – 12)
Aligned northeast-southwest, extended from the edge of the hardcore layer to stanchion
no.36, at the northeastern corner of the recently built agriculture shed, measuring 30m
long, 0.60m wide and between 0.80m and 1.20m deep.
The natural subsoil (102) was sealed, as elsewhere on the site, by topsoil (101) which
had been truncated, at the northern end of this trench, by a water irrigation pipe trench
[107] on an east-west alignment, up to 0.50m wide and 1m deep, having a poss. iron
pipe (106) and backfilled with brownish grey sandy silt (105).
Approx. 19m to the south was water irrigation pipe trench [110] on an almost northsouth alignment, up to 0.50m wide and 1m deep, also having a poss. iron pipe (109) and
backfilled with brownish grey sandy silt (108).
These two pipes may have joined, to the west of this drainage trench, or they may be the
same pipe, the alignment having changed beyond the excavated limits.
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Drainage Trench 2 (Figs: 2, 4 and 5; Plate: 13)
Aligned almost east-west, extended, on the northern side of the agriculture shed, from
stanchion No.36 to stanchion No.38, measuring 49.50m long, 0.60m wide and approx.
1.10m deep.
No archaeological features were encountered.
Drainage Trench 3 (Figs: 2, 4 and 5; Plate: 14)
Aligned northeast-southwest, extended, on the western side of the agriculture shed, from
stanchion No.38 to stanchion No.43, measuring 52m long, 0.60m wide and approx.
1.10m deep.
No archaeological features were encountered.
Drainage Trench 4 (Figs: 2, 4 and 5; Plate: 15)
Aligned almost east-west, extended, on the southern side of the agriculture shed, from
stanchion No.43 to between stanchions Nos. 1 and 29, measuring 46m long, 0.60m wide
and approx. 1.10m deep.
No archaeological features were encountered.
Drainage Trench 5 (Figs: 2, 4 and 5; Plate: 16)
Aligned almost east-west, from the silt trap at stanchion No.36, measuring 6m long,
0.60m wide and approx. 1.10m deep.
A further section of the water irrigation pipe trench [110] was encountered.

9.

The Finds

The Finds
By Karen Adams
Pottery identification by Peter Didsbury
Aims and objectives
This assessment aims to identify the archaeological potential of the finds assemblage
recovered from the archaeological investigation of agriculture land to the west of Roall
Manor Farm, Roall Lane, Kellington, Goole, East Yorkshire, which is in keeping with
the specific aims of the written scheme of investigation (PastSearch 2013) and the
requirements of MoRPHE, ‘PPN3: Archaeological Excavation’ which is also compliant
with MAP2 requirements (English Heritage 2008; 1991).
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Introduction and methodology
The finds assemblage comprised of five material categories: pottery, clay tobacco pipe,
ceramic building material, vessel glass and slate, having been retrieved from context
(101) topsoil.
All material types were subject to basic quantification by count and weight, the details
of which were recorded on ‘bulk’ and ‘finds context’ sheets, where applicable. The
assemblage was appropriately packed for long term storage.
Condition of the assemblage
All of the material categories were stable and in good condition.
Quantification of the assemblage
Pottery: 18 sherds
Clay tobacco pipe: 1 fragment
Ceramic building material: 5 fragments
Vessel glass: 2 shards
Slate: 1 fragment
Catalogue by material type
9.1 Pottery
Fabric terms compatible for those in use for Hull and Beverley typologies.
A total of 18 sherds of pottery, with a combined weight of 112.8g; having an average
sherd weight (ASW) of 6.27g was retrieved from topsoil layer (101).
The majority of the assemblage was of late 19th to early 20th century date, and consistent
with normal domestic waste and background agricultural scatter. With the exception of
one body sherd identified as Course Sandy tempered ware with a date between the 13th
to 14th century, the source of which is unknown but compares with Course Sandy and
Staxton wares in the East Riding.
Although late in date one sherd of Stone Ware is noted for the inscription of ‘...&
SONS, ..LADE’, from a black printed marmalade jar of late 19th to early 20th century,
weight 2.8g
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Table 2: Pottery assemblage
Context Fabric
Date
No.
Code
101
CSAN
13th to 14th
Topsoil
century
FPWW Late 19th
to
early
20th
century
PORC
Late 19th
to
early
20th
century
TPWW Late 19th
to
early
20th
century
MODS Late 19th
W
to
early
20th
century
Total

Description

Quantity

Body sherd, Course Sandy
tempered
Non joining body sherds

1

Weight
(g)
7

3

13

Non joining body, foot-ring
and rim sherds

4

11

Non joining flakes, floral
patterns

6

14

All
different
vessels,
including rim of mixing
bowl and a black printed
marmalade jar.

4

66

18

112.8

9.2 Clay tobacco pipe
A total of one stem fragment weighing 1.7g was retrieved from topsoil layer (101).
Having no decorative features, an external diameter of 7.7mm and an off centre bore of
2.6mm diam. Dating between 18th and 20th century, being consistent with the date
ranges for the majority of the retrieved pottery.
9.3 Vessel glass
A small assemblage of two shards of vessel glass, with a combined weight of 27.6g,
having an average shard weight (ASW) of 13.8g, was retrieved from topsoil layer (101),
being consistent with the date ranges for the majority of the retrieved pottery.

Table 3: Vessel glass assemblage
Context No.
Form
Description
101: Topsoil
Body
Brown, weathered/scratched
surfaces.
Top/Rim Clear,
weathered/scratched
surfaces
Total

Quantity
1

Weight
24.8

1

2.8

2

27.6
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9.4 Slate
One fragment of blue/grey slate, weighing 10g, was retrieved from topsoil layer (101).
Probably a fragment of roofing tile, although no characteristics of this usage survive.
Quarry sources in North Wales of Cumbria. Thickness: 5mm.
Discussion and recommendations
With the exception of the one sherd of 13th/14th century pottery, the assemblage is of
relatively recent date and of limited archaeological potential. The assemblage is
consistent with normal domestic waste and background agricultural scatter.
No further work is considered necessary. Unless the land owner requests its return, the
finds assemblage is not recommended for retention, although the 13th/14th century
pottery sherd may be considered for deposition within the relative museum.

10. Specialist Reports
10.1 The Ceramic Building Material
By Sophie Tibbles
Aims and Objectives
This assessment aims to identify the archaeological potential of the ceramic building
material recovered from the archaeological investigation at Roall Manor Farm,
Kellington, in keeping with the specific aims of the project and the requirements of
MoRPHE, ‘PPN3: Archaeological Excavation’ (English Heritage 2008) which is also
compliant with MAP2, Phase 3, ‘Assessment of potential for analysis’ (English Heritage
1991) specifications.
Introduction
Five fragments of ceramic building material, brick, roof tile and land drain, were
recovered from the walkover (101) of the area of the archaeological monitoring and
submitted for assessment.
Methodology
All the fragments were quantified by count and weight and were visually examined using a
x15 magnification lens. Information regarding the dimensions, shape and fabric was
recorded and catalogued accordingly. The presence of the original surfaces was also taken
into consideration to aid identification.
It should be noted that the diversity of size and colour within the brick and tile caused
during the manufacturing process must be taken into consideration when comparing
examples within collected assemblages and typologies. The varying sizes and colours
can be attributed to the variation in the clays used, shrinkage during drying, firing within
the kiln or clamp and the location of the brick/tile within the kiln.
The dating of brick and tile can be highly contentious due to its re-usable nature and
therefore the date range given is that of known dates where material has been recorded.
Bulk finds sheets were completed as part of the paper archive.
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Condition of the Assemblage
Although fragmentary, the condition of the assemblage was good.
The Assemblage
The assemblage consisted of one brick, two fragments of roof tile and two pieces of land
drain, with a combined weight of 528.8 grams.

Table 4: Ceramic building material assemblage
Context No.
101: Topsoil

Form
Brick

Roof Tile

Land
Drain
Total

Description
No complete dimensions.
Two bed surfaces smoothfootworn?
One fragment has a thickness
of
12mm.
No
other
distinguishing features
One fragment of sole plate, of
fragment of drain. Thickness:
17mm

Quantity
1

Weight (g)
401

2

17.8

2

110

5

528.8

The brick was incomplete with no complete dimensions and a weight of 401 grams.
Remnants of two bed surfaces were noted, both of which were smooth. The broken
surfaces were also abraded but this was indicative of exposure/weathering. The brick is
of a very late 19th to early 20th century date.
The two fragments of roof tile were identified as flat-tile. Both were non-diagnostic with
a combined weight of 17.8 grams. One tile had a complete thickness of 12mm, with
abraded surfaces and breaks. No other distinguishing features were present. The tiles are
of medieval date, dated from the 12th century onwards.
The land drain comprised one drain fragment – type not determinable though probably a
semi-elliptical form – and one fragment of sole plate, weight 110g. Both had a complete
thickness of 17mm and were of late 19th to early 20th century date.
Discussion
The assemblage reflects agricultural practises and the casual deposition of structural
material, possibly residual elements of buildings in the vicinity. The abraded breaks are
indicative of weathering/exposure, though the brick may have been used within an area
of hard-standing or floor.
The assemblage is of very limited archaeological potential and although Romano-British
activity is known within the immediate locale, none of the ceramic building material
pertains to this period.
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Recommendations
No further work is considered necessary and none of the material is recommended for
deposition within a museum. If the land owner does not request its return, the material
should be discarded.
11.

Discussion

Although the development site is located to the south of a known “site of archaeological
interest,” that being a Roman fort, no associated archaeological features were
encountered.
The features encountered were water irrigation pipes within linear trenches, these may
be two which joined or one, the alignment of which altered.
The finds assemblage collected from the topsoil, the majority of which was of late 19th
to early 20th century date, is consistent with normal domestic waste and background
agricultural scatter.
One pottery sherd and two roof tile fragments were of medieval date, and may be
associated with an earlier Roall Hall and surrounding buildings.
12.

Recommendations

No further work is recommended. However, if any works are undertaken in the area in
the future, there is the potential for the presence of further archaeological remains,
particularly towards the north, closer to the known archaeological monument.
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14.

Archive

The archive consists of: a context index, context sheets, a plan and section index, section
and plan drawings, contact sheets of digital photographs, a photographic index, a hard
and digital copy of the report.
Following the completion of the archaeological monitoring, an ordered and indexed
archive has been compiled in accordance with English Heritage guidelines (1991). The
archive will be deposited within the relevant museum within the next six months.
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16.

Appendices

Appendix 1 – Context Register
100 – Unstratified
101 – Topsoil
102 – Natural
103 – Hard-Standing Layer
104 – Build-up Layer
105 – Fill of Irrigation Water Pipe Trench [107]
106 – Pipe of Irrigation Water Pipe Trench [107]
107 – Irrigation Water Pipe Trench [107]
108 – Fill of Irrigation Water Pipe Trench [110]
109 – Pipe of Fill of Irrigation Water Pipe Trench [110]
110 – Irrigation Water Pipe Trench [110]
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Plate 3: Area 1 after stripping of topsoil, looking northwest, 1m scales

Plate 4: Area 1 with new stone hard-standing, prior to digging of stanchions, looking
southwest
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Plate 5: Digging of Stanchions, looking northwest

Plate 6: Stanchion 1, looking west, 0.50m scale
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Plate 7: Stanchion 24, looking east, 0.50m scale

Plate 8: Construction of agricultural shed started, looking west
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Plate 9: Area 2 after stripping of topsoil, looking northnortheast 1m scale

Plate 10: Irrigation water pipe trench [107], looking west, 1m scale

Archaeological monitoring at Roall Manor Farm, Roall Lane, Kellington, East Yorkshire

Plate 11: Irrigation water pipe trench [110], looking north, 1m scale

Plate 12: Drainage Trench 1, looking southwest, 0.50m scale
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Plate 13: Drainage Trench 2, looking east

Plate 14: Drainage Trench 3, looking northnortheast
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Plate 15: Drainage Trench 4, looking west, 0.50m scale

Plate 16: Drainage Trench 5, showing continuation of irrigation water pipe trench [110],
looking east, 0.50m scale
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